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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (ANBC) and the Department 
for Communities (DfC) have appointed AECOM to prepare an over-arching 
Masterplan document to inform future regeneration proposals across 
the Borough. This Integrated Masterplan will be non-statutory and will set 
out a wide range of projects and initiatives, assisting ANBC in shaping the 
future of the Borough.

The Integrated Masterplan builds upon previous masterplans and 
development frameworks, providing updated plans for the traditional town 
centres of Antrim, Ballyclare, Crumlin, Randalstown, in addition to the town 
centre of Glengormley within Metropolitan Newtownabbey (as designated 
in ANBC’s Local Development Plan - Draft Plan Strategy). The Integrated 
Masterplan identifies key sites, across public and privately owned land, 
setting out initiatives and alternative uses to increase the appeal of 
these town centres as social, leisure and investment destinations. The 
Integrated Masterplan also includes proposals to visually improve and 
regenerate primary arterial routes between town centres, and nodes of 
industrial and smaller commercial use across the Borough.

Engagement with key stakeholders and the wider public has been an 
essential part of this masterplanning process. The draft proposals have 
been developed following baseline analysis and initial engagement with 
Elected Members, individual Town Teams and ANBC officials, undertaken 
between February and March 2020. The emergence of COVID-19 
subsequently impacted the production of this Integrated Masterplan 
as ANBC concentrated resources on priority areas in response to the 
pandemic. As restrictions eased, work progressed on the development 
of draft proposals for additional engagement with key stakeholders. 
The feasibility of the draft proposals will be further tested through an 
upcoming period of public engagement, with opportunities to provide 
feedback to help inform the final document.

1.1�Introduction
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1.2�Context

Background

In April 2015, reform of local government in Northern Ireland saw the 
replacement of the twenty-six district Councils with a smaller number 
of “Super-Councils”. The aim of this was to create more effective local 
government and to allow for the improvement of services by allowing the 
new Councils to deliver additional services and have new responsibilities 
and powers. Under the local government reform, Antrim Borough Council 
and Newtownabbey Borough Council merged to form the new Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council (ANBC). The area covered by ANBC has 
an estimated population of 143,800 (Source: NISRA 2020).

Local Development Plan Status
This Integrated Masterplan is being developed in the context of the 
ANBC’s new responsibilities for preparing a statutory Community Plan 
and Local Development Plan (LDP). In June 2019, ANBC launched its 
LDP 2030 - Draft Plan Strategy document. The Plan Strategy is the first 
document in a two-stage process, the second being the Local Policies 
Plan, together these will constitute the Council’s new LDP. The draft Plan 
Strategy forms a strategic spatial interpretation for the Council area and 
provides the statutory policy framework for future development of the 
Council area until 2030. The draft Plan Strategy is aligned with the spatial 
aspects and themes from the Council’s Community Plan ‘Love Living 
Here’ published in June 2017. Although terminology may differ between 
the LDP and the Integrated Masterplan, both documents indicate ANBC’s 
vision for the borough. Once adopted the LDP will become statutory 
planning policy, whilst the Integrated Masterplan is intended to be a non-
statutory guidance document. Nevertheless, ANBC’s endorsement of this 
Integrated Masterplan signals the council’s commitment to the delivery 
of the principles set out in this document. Whilst the proposals have no 
formal status in planning policy terms, this Integrated Masterplan should 
help give confidence to developers, landowners and other stakeholders 
who may wish to bring forward applicable development proposals

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council Area
The geography of Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council is 
characterised by key accessible, affordable locations which are 
reasonably uncongested. The Borough is well located in relation to 
Northern Ireland’s Strategic Transport network. The M2 and A8 from 

Greencastle to Ballynure are part of the Eastern Seaboard Key Transport 
Corridor (KTC). The M2/M22 and A6 from Sandyknowes to Toome are 
part of the North Western KTC and the A26 running north south through 
Antrim is part of the Northern KTC. Belfast International Airport (BIA) 
occupies a key strategic location, situated at Aldergrove approximately 5 
miles to the south of Antrim Town Centre. The Borough has rail stations 
at Antrim and Mossley West (Newtownabbey), located on the Belfast to 
Derry-Londonderry line, and at Whiteabbey and Jordanstown, located on 
the Belfast to Larne line. The disused Lisburn-Antrim rail line also passes 
through the Borough, with a closed station at Crumlin. 
The draft LDP establishes a Spatial Growth Strategy which sets out the 
approach to development across the Borough, indicating at a strategic 
level where growth will occur up to 2030. In summary the Spatial Growth 
Strategy seeks to:
• Focus core growth in Metropolitan Newtownabbey (which 

includes former villages of Glengormley, Carnmoney, Monkstown, 
Jordanstown, Whitehouse and Whiteabbey,) and the Major Hub Town 
of Antrim, based upon existing committed development allocations, 
strengthen their roles as the primary locations for future housing and 
economic growth and investment within our Borough.

• Consolidate and strengthen Ballyclare’s role as a large town, based 
upon existing committed development allocations as a key centre 
for housing, employment, facilities and services to support a growing 
population and its wider rural hinterland.

• Consolidate the role of the towns of Crumlin and Randalstown as local 
service centres for housing, employment, facilities and services to 
support the local population and their rural hinterlands.

• Sustain and maintain the role of villages as centres providing 
opportunities for housing and employment of an appropriate scale 
and character to individual settlements.  

• Sustain and maintain the rural area through the accommodation of 
suitable small-scale housing and employment opportunities in our 
hamlets and the countryside. 

• Strengthen the role of Belfast International Airport as a Regional 
Gateway and recognise the importance of Nutts Corner as a strategic 
location for employment on the Regional Strategic Transport Network.

• Afford suitable protection to the Borough’s natural and historic 
environment in accommodating growth and promote the provision of 
facilities, services and infrastructure necessary to meet local needs 
and improve connectivity.

The Study Areas

This Integrated Masterplan focuses on the following hierarchical typology 
of town centres, arterial routes and nodes across the Borough:

Town Centres1

• Antrim Town Centre
• Ballyclare Town Centre
• Crumlin Town Centre
• Glengormley Town Centre (Within Metropolitan Newtownabbey)
• Randalstown Town Centre

Transportation Corridors
• A57 Corridor – Belfast International Airport to Ballyclare;
• A52/A26 Corridor – Crumlin/ Nutts Corner to Antrim;
• A6/M22/M2 Corridor including Randalstown and Glengormley; and
• A8 Glengormley to Ballynure

Nodes of industrial / commercial use
• Abbey Centre
• Mallusk
• Nutts Corner
• Belfast International Airport
• The Junction
• Whiteabbey
• Carnmoney
• Beverley Shopping Area

11 Focusing on settlements with greater than 5,000 population, in 
accordance with NISRA’s settlement classification for towns. 
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1.3�Aims�and�Objectives

Like many provincial towns, there has been a trend of decline in traditional town centre uses across ANBC. Changing consumer habits have impacted 
detrimentally on town centres which are unable to compete with e-commerce ,resulting in some clear winners and losers on the high street. Whilst 
items traditionally bought from brick-and-mortar shops can now be purchased online, the high street shows its strengths in terms of experience-based 
purchases. Coffee shops, hairdressers and beauty salons have thrived in recent years whist department stores, clothing outlets and newsagents 
are struggling. The growth of e-commerce has been accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, with many consumers choosing to purchase goods 
online rather than in a physical store. Likewise, the COVID-19 pandemic has made working from home  more acceptable, with online events and 
meetings rather than physical meetings becoming the new norm. The hospitality industry also faced unprecedented challenges as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with many bars, restaurants and hotels standing empty for months. Whilst the recovery is underway, the COVID-19 pandemic will 
undoubtably have long-lasting impact on business investment, demand for retail and office space, and travel patterns.

The key aim of this Integrated Masterplan is to identify projects that will make the Borough’s town centres more sustainable in the longer term through 
alternative uses, increasing their appeal as social and leisure destinations. The regenerated town centres will seek to meet the future of a growing 
population, providing sustainable models of transport and encouraging flexible types of working.

The Department for Communities (DfC) will be a key regeneration partner, whilst a range of other public sector bodies such as the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and Department for Infrastructure (DfI) will also play a critical role in achieving the overall aims 
and objectives of this Integrated Masterplan. Landowners, business owners, private developers and various community groups will be required 
to invest in a number of proposals and to engage with other stakeholders in order to successfully deliver the projects. ANBC also has a role as 
facilitator for regeneration, as has been evidenced by the Council’s response to COVID-19 pandemic, including initiatives such as the Town Centre 
Revitalisation Fund.

The integrated element of this exercise is vital to ensure that the strategic approach to investment across the towns is ‘joined up’ through the 
development of one over-arching Borough-wide Masterplan. There are three key objectives of this Integrated Masterplan:

1) To prepare Town Centre Masterplans, including
a) A review of previous Town Centre Plans to understand what has been achieved, what is still outstanding and whether or not proposals are still 
relevant and worthy of progression;

b) Development of coherent plans for the Antrim, Ballyclare, Crumlin, Randalstown and Glengormley centres. This includes initiatives across public and 
privately owned land including the identification of key sites and informing development briefs for such sites / long-term vacant properties.

2) To research and develop visionary proposals for visual and infrastructure improvements along primary arterial routes and services throughout the 
Borough to meet the needs of industry, visitors and residents.

3) To prepare initial concepts to visually improve, regenerate and effectively market 8 nodes of industrial use and smaller commercial areas present 
across the Borough as investment friendly locations.

The above will take the form of a 10-year plan of physical development, regeneration and investment proposals for the Borough.
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1.4�Approach�and�Methodology

The process of preparing the Integrated Masterplan can be summarised 
as follows:

Phase�1) Strategic Definition

• Review of existing plans
• Demographic research
• Detailed on-site analysis
• Targeted strategic engagement

Phase�2) Concept Design

• Production of designs for engagement:
• Town Centres – Concept masterplans
• Arterial routes – Concepts and proposalsNodes of industrial use – 

Concepts and proposals

Phase�3)  Investment Prioritisation

• Investment prioritisation with rationale and next steps
• Cost analysis/funding audit with final indicative costs

Phase�4)  Finalisation

• Production of finalised Integrated Masterplan for print and publication.
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1.5�Engagement

Introduction
Engagement with key stakeholders and the wider public was considered an essential part 
of the Integrated Masterplan process. Early engagement during the baseline analysis phase 
of the project helped to ensure that the proposals were based on a sound understanding of 
existing conditions within the Borough. The draft proposals were then tested through a period 
of wider engagement. Alongside the engagement set out in this chapter, the development of 
the Integrated Masterplan was reviewed through regular meetings between ANBC Elected 
Members, Council Officers and DfC.

Elected�Memeber�Engagement
Elected Members from Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council have been consulted 
about the plans on a regular basis, however specific sessions have been held as follows:
• 29th November 2021 - Council Briefing Session
• February 2022 - District Electoral Areas Meetings x6:

 -  1st February – Glengormley DEA
 -  2nd February – Airport DEA
 -  3rd February – Dunsilly DEA
 -  9th February – Ballyclare DEA
 -  10th February – Threemilewater DEA
 -  15th February – Macedon DEA
 -  17th February – Antrim DEA

Further updates have been carried out at the May 2022 DEA meetings and through 
ANBC’s Prosperity Outcome Delivery Group.

Statutory Stakeholder Engagement
In January 2022, the Council hosted a virtual session for all of the Statutory Stakeholders to review the 
plans and submit any comments or feedback based on their own development plans. 

In attendance at this meeting were:

Antrim Town Team Sixmile Water Room, Antrim Civic Centre 26th February 2020, 5:30pm 

Ballyclare Town Team 26th February 2020, 8:30am

Crumlin Town Team 27th February 2020, 5:30pm

Glengormley Town Team 26th February 2020, 8:30am

Randalstown Town Team 25th February 2020, 8:30am

Crumlin Community Hub 

The Spinning Room, Mossley Mill

The Arches, Randalstown

Location Date/Time

Sixmile Leisure Centre, Ballyclare 

Town Team

The structure of these workshops comprised a presentation from the project team, setting out the 
project scope and providing a summary of the initial findings, followed by break-off group discussions 
regarding existing issues and potential opportunities. These workshops were well attended, and the 
discussions enriched the project team’s appreciation of the context for the town centres, helping to 
inform the draft proposals. 

Public�Engagement 
The draft Town Centre Masterplan proposals were published online at ANBC’s website on 24th 
August 2021. An interactive questionnaire was also provided, to encourage the submission 
of feedback on each of the Town Centre Masterplans. In addition to this, two online Zoom 
engagement workshops were held on the following dates:
• Antrim, Crumlin and Randalstown Masterplans - 

Wednesday 22nd September 2021, 7PM - 8PM
• Ballyclare and Glengormley Masterplans - 

Thursday 23rd September 2021, 7PM - 8PM
The workshops comprised a presentation from the project team on the relevant draft Town 
Centre Masterplans, followed by an open Question and Answer session. The feedback from 
this engagement helped refine the town centre proposals included within this report.

*Details�of�further�Public�Engagement�to�be�provided�when complete*

• Northern Ireland Fire and 
Rescue Service

• Libraries NI 

• Education Authority NI

• Northern Health and Social Care Trust 

• Sport NI

• Tourism NI

• Public Health Agency

• Northern Ireland Housing Executive

• Department for Infrastructure

• Department of Communities 

• Invest Northern Ireland 

• Firmus Energy 

• NI Water

• Virgin Media

• Fibrus 

• Openreach

• BT

• NIE Networks

• Translink 

Following the session, written feedback was received from the following organisations: 

• Northern Ireland Housing Executive 

• Northern Ireland Water

• NIE Networks 

• Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service 

• Invest NI 

• BT
The comments in these responses have been taken into account in the preparation of this document.

Town�Centre�Engagement�
ANBC has established Town Teams within each of the town centres, comprising business and 
community representatives alongside Elected Members. The following workshops were arranged with 
the Town Teams as the first step in the engagement process:
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2.1�Overview�of�Town�Centre�Analysis

Introduction

During the first stage of this project, AECOM carried out a baseline 
assessment of the Borough to help gain an appreciation for the context 
of the study area and to identify relevant constraints and opportunities 
in relation to the town centres. As set out in this chapter, the baseline 
analysis included a review of previous town centre plans and a refreshed 
audit of the urban environment. This information provided a basis to 
identify potential interventions to address the issues within each town 
centre in a comprehensive and coordinated manner.

Previous Town Centre Masterplans

Prior to the reform of Local Government each respective Council 
prepared and developed a series of town plans and frameworks.  These 
non-statutory documents aimed to set out a long-term, high level, 
inspiring vision for each local area considering the statutory planning 
framework and the suite of regional planning statements current at the 
time of production. These documents include:

• Antrim Town Masterplan (April 2005) and Antrim Town Centre 
Masterplan and Delivery Strategy (May 2010)

• Crumlin Masterplan (August 2007)
• Randalstown Masterplan (August 2007)
• Newtownabbey Regeneration Strategy (including Ballyclare and 

Glengormley) (2011)

Existing Conditions

In conjunction with the Masterplan review, a refreshed audit of the urban 
environment was undertaken through a series of site visits to examine the 
existing conditions within the town centres from a range of perspectives 
such as connectivity, vacancies, and public realm. The urban audit also 
identified features and opportunities unique to each of the town centres. 
The findings from the urban audit are summarized in this chapter.

Each of these various Masterplans are at different stages of their 
lifespan. The project team reviewed these Masterplans to understand 
what has already been achieved, what is still outstanding and whether or 
not the previous proposals are still relevant and worthy of progression.

The following chapter presents a summary of the proposals included 
within the individual masterplans for each of the town centres. Each 
masterplan includes separate projects which delivered collectively aim 
to improve the overall attractiveness of the town centres, to secure 
future investment and increase the number of people that visit the 
towns to work, live, socialise and shop.
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2.2�Antrim

Settlement�Overview
Antrim located within the valley of the Six Mile Water and developed 
adjacent to Antrim Castle in the period around 1210. In 1966 Antrim was 
designated a New Town which radically altered the urban characteristics 
of the settlement. The expanded settlement has formed at the junctions 
of the primary routes between Belfast–Londonderry (M2) and Larne – 
West. Antrim is strategically located to avail of the Northern (M2) and 
North and North Western Key Transport Corridors, providing road 
links to Dublin, Belfast, and Londonderry. Antrim also benefits from rail 
connections to Coleraine, Londonderry, Belfast and Ballymena. Antrim 
is identified in the Regional Development Strategy (RDS) 2035 as a ‘main 
hub’. Many small independent retailers are located along the traditional 
linear town centre which terminates at the Castle Mall, an indoor 
shopping centre. The Junction Retail and Leisure Park outside of the 
town centre also contains a range of retailing and facilities. To the west 
of Antrim lies Shane’s Castle Estate and Lough Neagh, the largest fresh 
water lake in the UK, which is home to a diverse wildlife population and a 
popular location for tourists and outdoor adventure activities. Antrim has 
a considerable number of natural and built assets including the Six Mile 
Water, which flows through Antrim town and the Castle Gardens, which is 
one of the finest examples of the classic French style gardens in Europe. 
Antrim has approximately 115 listed buildings within the settlement and 
surrounding area. Whilst these are scattered throughout the settlement 
there is a concentration of attractive buildings in the Conservation 
Area along the axis of the main street at Market Square, at the entrance 
to Riverside and near the junction of Church Street and Castle Way. 
Landmark features and buildings include Clotworthy House, the Antrim 
Courthouse, Steeple Round Tower and the Barbican Gate.

Urban form and built environment
• Castle Mall dominates the town centre. The positioning of Castle 

Mall creates an ‘island effect’ which largely restricts pedestrian and 
vehicular movement through the town centre.

• High Street relatively active with no major signs of dereliction, 
although there is a number of vacant sites and buildings, the Ulster 
Bar corner and former bank building on High Street.

Heritage features
• Antrim Town Centre Conservation Area (designated in April 1992)
• Castle Gardens and Barbican Gate. 
• Antrim Market House/ Old Courthouse. 
• All Saints Church.

Opportunity sites
• Central Car Park
• Ulster Bar Corner Site 
• Karl Building, High Street
• Former Bank Building, High Street
• Lough Road Car Park
• Railway Street Car Park
• Bridge Street Car Park

Connectivity to key assets
• The town centre is near Castle Gardens although there is a need to 

improve linkages as there is little movement between theses areas.
• Access to the bus and railway station is difficult as both stations 

are located approximately 600m from the town centre.
• Access from Dublin Road, just for buses at the moment, but potential to 

expand to include other vehicles.

Barriers to development
• Castle Mall represents a significant barrier between the town 

centre and the surrounding area. 

View to former bank building on High Street 

View from Dublin Road to Barbican Gate Lodge 

Antrim/ Existing Conditions 
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Antrim / Town Centre Proposals  

Castle Mall / Central Car Park

The existing Castle Mall building relates poorly to the surrounding area, 
essentially “turning its back” on the High Street and Dublin Road. The 
adjoining, council owned, Central Car Park contributes towards this 
negative perception, creating an ‘‘island effect’’ which isolates this area 
from the rest of the town. The masterplan proposes a comprehensive, 
design-led approach to better integrate the existing Castle Mall with 
the town centre. This includes the redevelopment of the Castle Mall 
building to include outward facing units and facade improvements. The 
Central Car Park will be redeveloped in line with the proposed planning 
application (LA03/2021/0322/F) for a retail food offer. In the medium to 
longer-term, the remodelling of the Castle Mall building (including part-
demolition) and the integration of a public realm scheme will help create 
stronger pedestrian links between the Central Car Park and High Street.

Castle Gardens

The recently restored Castle Gardens is a unique heritage asset and 
major vistor attraction, located on the doorstep of Antrim Town Centre, 
however, there currently appears to be little movement between the two 
areas. The Masterplan recognises that better linkages are needed to 
bring the Castle Gardens back into the centre of Antrim, which in turn will 
help attract footfall into the town centre. The Masterplan seeks to make 
the Castle Gardens more visible to visitors, with improved connections 
across Dublin Road to encourage greater pedestrian footfall. 
Environmental improvements will include new planting, paving, signage 
and artwork to guide people from the town centre to the Castle Gardens, 
and vice versa. This will be complemented by an enhanced illumination 
scheme, focusing on key heritage assets in this area including the 
Barbican Gate, Antrim Old Courthouse and Castle Ruins, as well as the 
Dublin Road underpass leading to Castle Gardens. The Central Car Park 
has also been identified as a possible location for dedicated coach 
parking, to facilitate visitors to the Castle Gardens. 

Public�Realm�/�Environmental�Improvements

The Masterplan includes proposals which will build upon the success of 
previously implemented public realm improvement schemes along High 
Street, Railway Street and Fountain Street. The proposals aim to create 
a welcoming and attractive atmosphere, extending the existing public 
realm (i.e. planting, paving, furniture, lighting etc.) along key gateways into 
the town centre.

A small public realm scheme is proposed for the Castle Street retail 
area, with proposed improvements to the pedestrian link along Dublin 
Road to strengthen the connection between Castle Street and High 
Street. This will be complemented by planting and facade improvements 
to soften the appearance of the existing PSNI site. Proposed landscape 
improvements along Castle Way, include the introduction of avenue 
tree planting to provide a green corridor which links to the existing open 
space at the Antrim Courthouse.
In addition, the Masterplan proposes environmental improvements 
to strengthen the connection between the town centre and the 
Six Mile Water. This includes environmental improvements to the 
existing bridges and the extension of public realm improvements 
along Riverside. Existing pathways running along the south of the 
Six Mile Water should be improved with new signage and wayfinding 
interventions.

Boardwalk

The existing boardwalk provides for a pleasant walk along the Six 
Mile Water; however, the current arrangement ends abruptly just 
short of the listed Massereene Bridge. The Masterplan proposes 
extending the boardwalk in line with the existing planning permission 
(Ref: LA03/2017/0387/F). Opportunities to provide dual aspect 
buildings, accessible from the both the High Street and the boardwalk 
should also be explored to increase activity on the boardwalk. The 
existing boardwalk arrangement should also be upgraded to improve 
accessibility.

Development�Opportunity�Sites�/�Committed�
Development

Having been vacant for a number of years, the DfC owned, Ulster 
Bar Corner site represents one of the most prominent development 
opportunity sites within Antrim Town Centre. The Masterplan proposes 
the introduction of a mixed-use development (retail/residential) at the 
Ulster Bar Corner site, to be complemented with a civic public space 
which fully utilises this gateway location. 

The Karl Building (55-59 High Street) has been identified as an 
underutilised property with retail, office, and commercial potential, 
that could also provide a dual aspect to the High Street and the river 
boardwalk. The Lough Road Car Park has been identified as a possible 
complimentary car park for an anchor tenant at Karl Building, however, 
other potential uses should be explored if this site is not required for 
car parking. The former bank building (50-52 High Street) has also 
been recognised as a prominent vacant building with retail/commercial 
potential. The Masterplan acknowledges the potential need to extend 
the existing Antrim Court House at Castle Way. Bridge Street Car 
Park has been identified as a possible aire de service location to be 
complemented by boundary improvements and the introduction of 
vegetation. The Masterplan also recognises the proposed residential 
development of the former Northern Regional College (NRC) site 
detailed in relevant planning applications (ref: LA03/2016/0266/F 
and LA03/2020/0653/F). Planning approval has also been granted for 
alterations and an extension to the existing Antrim Fire Station at Castle 
Street (LA03/2021/0842/F)

View towards Six Mile Water 
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Antrim / Project List

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Antrim

Project Nr Project Description

1 Redevelopment of central carpark to include demolition of the toilet block and new retail food offer.

2
Design substantively complete for the redevelopment of Castle Mall shopping complex to include outward facing units, integration with the  public realm scheme and medium to longer-term remodelling of the 

centre to include part-demolition. 

3 Upgrade Castle Mall façade to address “fortress like architecture”. Open up aspect to face car park and facilitate visitor access from Mall to High Street.

4 Create pedestrian links between Mall car park and High Street.

5 A suitable site to accommodate coach parking to be identified within the town. 

6 Opportunity to facilitate vehicle access subject to consultation and agreement with statutory partners.

7 Environmental improvements to car park, including pedestrian links to Town Centre

8 Development opportunity at Ulster Bar Corner site owned by Department for Communities - potential for retail/residential and key civic public space.

9 Old Bank building on High Street - vacant property with retail/commercial potential.

10 Karl Building (56-59 High Street) - vacant property with retail / office / commercial potential. Opportunity to provide dual aspect with rear overlooking and accessible to the river boardwalk.

11 Enhanced illumination at Antrim Old Courthouse, Barbican Gate / Castle Ruins and underpass leading to Antrim Castle Gardens’. 

12 Proposed drive thru bakery/coffee shop, kiosk, indoor/outdoor seating, public toilets, landscaping and car parking (Ref: LA03/2021/0322/F).

13 Public realm improvements to Castle Street retail area - including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

14 Public realm improvements to the pedestrian link along Dublin Road connecting to town centre / Mall / High Street, including environmental improvements to Castle Street car park.

15 Environmental improvements to improve existing town centre / Antrim Gardens connection, including new planting, paving, signing, lighting and artwork. 

16 Upgrade / refurbishment works to existing boardwalk (Phase1) - to include opportunities for riverfront access and improved accessibility. 

17 Environmental improvements to riverside path to include signage and wayfinding.
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Antrim

Project Nr Project Description

18 Improved pedestrian link to Antrim Forum Playground.

19 Extension to existing boardwalk (phase 2), in line with approval (Ref: LA03/2017/0387/F).

20 Environmental improvements to existing riverside open space. 

21
Environmental improvements to Bridge Street car park including options appraisal for a suitable aire de service location, boundary improvements and introduction of greenery. Further engagement needed with the 

owners of potential investment sites in the vicinity to identify need and requirements.

22 Public realm improvements along Bridge Street to provide a greater visitor experience on access to High street-including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades. 

23 Extension of public realm improvements to Riverside 

24 Environmental improvements to alleyway and existing footbridge. 

25 Public realm scheme to improve access link to town centre along Railway street and Station Road - including paving, furniture, lighting upgrades and tree planting.

26 Landscape improvements to Castle Way to include avenue tree planting providing green boundary which links to existing open space at the Court House.

27 Approved residential development for 30 dwellings on former site of Northern Regional College (Ref:LA03/2016/0266/F). Phase 2 of development will comprise 56 dwellings (Ref: LA03/2020/0653/F).

28 Development opportunity site - Potential to be complimentary car parking for anchor tenant at Karl Building (Item 10). Other uses to be explored if site not required for car parking.

29 Pedestrian access improvements to Castle Gardens.

30 Potential future extension of Antrim Court House, Castle Way. 

31 Totem signage. 

32 Environmental and facade improvements to PSNI station frontage.

33 Approved alternations and extension to Antrim Fire Station (ref:LA03/2021/0842)

Antrim / Project List
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Antrim View 1 - Showing proposed environmental improvements along High Street, including new signage, banners and planting.

Antrim / Sketch Proposals
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2.3�Ballyclare�

Settlement�Overview
Ballyclare located off the A57 trunk road, acts as an important 
service and employment centre to its inhabitants and rural hinterland 
settlements. Ballyclare grew in the late 19th Century with the opening of 
the railway station and it became an important industrial area with a large 
paper mill in the south west of the town and a large linen bleach green. 
These factories gave their names to the roads leading to them, the Mill 
Road and the Green Road. The settlement has historically developed in 
a linear fashion along a traditional Main Street, which can be identified 
today along with the market square as being its historic core. Ballyclare 
town centre acts as a meeting point of several road corridors, namely the 
Doagh Road from the west, the Rashee, Ballyeaston and Ballycorr Roads 
from the north and northeast and the Main Street accessed by Hillhead 
Road from the south. The town centre contains many buildings of varying 
scale and form and uses vary and range from commercial to industrial to 
residential.

Urban form and built environment
• Public realm scheme recently implemented on the primary network 

of streets.
• The town has a strong spine, however it needs to have a better 

connection to peripheral areas.
• The general appearance of the main street is aesthetically pleasing 

with a mix of independent traders.

Opportunity sites
• Former Asda and lands on opposite side of the road.
• Former PSNI site.
• Development opportunities at the northern and southern gateways.

Heritage features
• Town Hall and square setting.
• Market heritage which has influenced the town’s form.
• War Memorial Park.

Connectivity to key assets
• Ballyclare town centre acts as a meeting place of several roads, which 

can result in problematic traffic congestion.
• Potential to improve connection between town centre, Six Mile Water 

riverside walkway and War Memorial Park.

Barriers to development
• Significant development sites have remained underutilized for a 

number of years - there’s an opportunity to stimulate activity.
• Backland of the town is fragmented which creates unattractive    

environment.

View towards The Sqaure, including Ballyclare Town Hall 

View at Sixmilewater Park View of The Square car park

Ballyclare / Existing Conditions
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The Square
The Masterplan seeks to maximise the potential of The Square, 
reinforcing the area around the Town Hall as an important civic space 
at the heart of Ballyclare Town centre. At present, the Grade B2 Listed 
Town Hall building is surrounded by a car park and busy roads. The 
Masterplan proposes retaining the existing public car parking, with 
a flexible approach adopted in this area to facilitate potential events 
throughout the year. Proposed improvements to the open space 
surrounding the Town Hall include a new shared surface carriageway 
with pedestrian priority and removal of the existing railings. These 
proposals will be complemented by an illumination scheme to enhance 
the setting of the Town Hall in the evening.

Public�Realm�/�Environmental�Improvements
A public realm scheme has recently been successfully implemented 
within Ballyclare focusing on the primary network of streets around 
The Square. The Masterplan proposes extending this public realm 
scheme along the Doagh Road and Rashee Road. The Masterplan 
includes additional interventions which focus on making the town 
centre a more attractive, safe and friendly place for pedestrians. This 
includes proposed public realm improvements along the Ballynure 
Road to enhance this existing link to the War Memorial Park. The car 
park adjacent to Ballyclare Comrades will also be improved with new 
kerbs, ramps and lighting to facilitate pedestrian movement. These 
improvements at Ballyclare Comrades will be complemented by a 
visual enhancement of the existing Ballyclare Comrades boundary 
wall and environmental improvements to the existing pedestrian link 
which connects onto Main Street. The Masterplan also recognises 
the need to enhance the existing vehicle / pedestrian access route 
between The Square and the Asda / Home Bargains site. The Masterplan 
proposes environmental improvements to existing assets including 
the War Memorial Park, Six Mile Water Park and pedestrian / cycle ways 
throughout Ballyclare. This will include enhanced entrance features, 
signage, wayfinding and an environmental clean-up of the waterways.

Connectivity
The Masterplan recognises the need to improve linkages between 
the town centre and the surrounding assets. Proposals include the 
enhancement of existing mature planting to the rear of Main Street to 
create a new linear park / pedestrian route connecting the town centre 
to the Six Mile Leisure Centre.

This will be complemented by additional pedestrian linkages from 
The Square and Main Street connecting to the backlands area, the Six 
Mile Leisure Centre and open space beyond. Signage and wayfinding 
improvements are proposed for the existing pedestrian links to Six 
Mile Leisure Centre and Six Mile Water Park. The Masterplan also 
recommends exploring the opportunity of providing a new link road 
from Rashee Road through to the Ballynure Road. This link road will help 
to alleviate traffic congestion in the town centre and provide access 
to the current backland site at the rear of Main Street, facilitating the 
redevelopment of this area.

Backlands
The large expanse of underutilised land to the rear of Main Street 
presents a significant development opportunity for Ballyclare, capable 
of transforming the town centre and attracting major investment. At this 
site there is an opportunity to rationalize the existing car parking and 
establish strong pedestrian / cycle links between the Six Mile Leisure 
Centre and Main Street. This area also has potential to include a pocket 
park / open space. Further engagement with landowners and potential 
investors will be necessary to ensure an integrated approach to future 
development is achieved.

Car parks
The existing car parks at Granges Street, Asda and Home Bargains 
are well used, however, this area feels detached from the rest of the 
town centre. The Masterplan proposes rationalisation of these car 
parks to help improve the pedestrian environment. Other proposed 
improvements to these car parks include additional street trees and 
electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities.

3G�Pitch
The Masterplan also proposes a new 3G pitch for community use. 
Sites which should be considered include Ballyclare Comrades and 
Ballyclare Rugby Club.

Development�Opportunity Sites
Ballyclare contains a number of derelict sites and buildings which 
have remained vacant for an extended period of time. The Masterplan 
recognizes these sites as development opportunities. 

This includes the former Asda Site on Main Street which has been 
identified as having potential for mixed use retail / residential 
development. Future development on the Asda Site should feature a 
dual aspect, actively addressing the Main Street and the backlands/ Six 
Mile Leisure Centre site to the rear. The former PSNI site located on the 
Ballynure Road has been identified as an opportunity site with potential 
for a mixed-use commercial / residential development. The vacant 
Autopoint site on the Rashee Road has been identified as a development 
site to include provision for landscape improvements. Foundry House 
on the Doagh Road has been identified as having potential for co-
working space. Shop frontage improvements and a Living Over Shops 
scheme should also be promoted within the town centre. 

The Masterplan also recognises a number of committed developments, 
such as the approved Healthcare Hub (Ref: LA03/2018/0960/F), to 
be located next to the Ballyclare Comrades’ football grounds. Once 
finalised this Healthcare Hub will likely become the location for the 
town’s GP practices, freeing up the existing GP Surgery site for potential 
mixed use residential and education development. Other committed 
developments include; a ground floor retail unit with four upper floor 
apartments at 16 The Square (Ref: LA03/2016/0569/F), three ground 
floor retail units and four upper floor apartments at 28 The Square (Ref: 
LA03/2016/0694/F); and an apartment building consisting of six units to 
the north east of 3 Main Street (Ref: LA03/2018/0026/F).

View of Asda carpark 

Ballyclare / Town Centre Proposals
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Ballyclare

Project Nr Project Description

1 Extend existing public realm along Doagh Road - including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

2 Extend existing public realm along Ballynure Road - including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades. 

3
Environmental improvements to car park including new kerbs, ramps and lighting to facilitate pedestrian movement.  

Also to include the visual enhancement of Comrades boundary wall.

4 Environmental improvements to existing pedestrian link footway.

5 Environmental improvements to enhance entrance to War Memorial Park.

6 Public realm improvement to existing vehicle / pedestrian access route.

7 Improvements to setting of Ballyclare Town Hall to include shared surface carriageway.

8 Car parking retained and flexibility adopted / maximised to facilitate potential events.

9 Improvements to open space around key civic building.

10 Backlands development site. Opportunity to rationalise car parking and establish strong pedestrian / cycle links to Six Mile Leisure Centre and Main Street.

11 Enhance existing mature planting to create linear park / pedestrian route connecting retail units / Six Mile Leisure Centre / Main Street to Six Mile Water open space.

12 Development opportunity site - potential for mixed use retail / residential with dual aspect.

13 Environmental Improvements to include pocket park and open space linking new development to backlands and existing leisure facilities.

14 Improved pedestrian link to Six Mile Leisure Centre

15 Environmental improvements to War Memorial Park, including entrance features and signage.

16 Upgrade works to existing footbridge to include waterways environmental clean up.

17 Environmental improvements and enhancement to leisure centre access route.

18 Walkway improvement to existing route alongside Six Mile Water to include signage and wayfinding.

Ballyclare / Project List
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Ballyclare

Project Nr Project Description

19 Upgrade works to existing pedestrian / cycle way.

20 Redevelopment including carpark and improved access to Six Mile Water Park with signage and wayfinding.

21 Create new pedestrian links (following liaison with land owners) to redeveloped backlands site (item 10).

22 Environmental improvements to existing pedestrian link footway. 

23 Approved mixed use building consisting of 4 apartments and 1 retail unit with associated car parking and landscaping (Ref: LA03/2016/0569/F).

24 Development opportunity at Autopoint site to include provision for landscape improvements.

25 Approved mixed use building consisting of 3 ground floor retail units 4 apartments to first and second floors (Ref: LA03/2016/0694/F).

26 Healthcare Hub: Approved 4-storey mixed use community building comprising community healthcare facilities, a commercial unit and lettable community / office space (Ref: LA03/2018/0960/F).

27 Approved apartment building consisting of 6 new apartments including parking (Ref: LA03/2018/0026/F).

28 Development opportunity site at existing GP Surgery - potential for mixed use residential and education.

29 Potential future 3G pitch provision for community use. Sites include: Comrades and Ballyclare Rugby Club. 

30 Shop frontage improvements and living over shops scheme with promotion for town centre evening economy throughout the town.

31 Potential rationalisation and improvements to car parks, to include street trees and electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities.

32 Foundry House - potential for co-working space.

33 Development opportunity site - potential for mixed use commercial / residential.

34 Illumination of town centre features such as Town Square and Town Hall. 

35 Explore opportunity to provide link road from Rashee Road through to the Ballynure Road.

Ballyclare / Project List
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Ballyclare View 1 - Showing proposed environmental improvements at The Square, including new banners and planting.

Ballyclare / Sketch Proposals
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Ballyclare View 2 - Showing proposed environmental improvements at Main Street, including new banners and planting. 

Ballyclare / Sketch Proposals
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2.4�Crumlin

Connectivity to key assets
• Crumlin Glen is relatively close to the town centre although it 

feels detached.
• Community centre is well connected via car however pedestrians 

coming from the centre have to walk through a car park.
• Lough Neagh is close to Crumlin but there is no obvious linkages or 

signposting.

Barriers to development
• Recycling centre and bus depot - potentially better suited to out of 

centre sites.

Settlement�Overview
Crumlin is located approximately 15 km south of Antrim, on the gently 
sloping eastern shore of Lough Neagh, between Belfast International 
Airport and Glenavy. Crumlin historically developed in a linear fashion 
along a traditional Main Street, which can be identified today as its 
historic core. Crumlin owes its existence to the Crumlin River and 
resultant industrial development in the form of mill complexes. It is also 
on the line of the Knockmore railway which runs from Antrim to Lisburn, 
although non-operational today, the track remains complete. The town 
is well connected to the road transport network, especially the A26, 
providing connections to the M2/M22/M1 Motorways. Construction 
of medium density housing developments in Crumlin over the last 
20-30 years has expanded the town quite substantially resulting 
in a particularly compact urban form. Whilst the Main Street hosts 
convenience retail and service sector businesses, Crumlin has evolved 
into a commuter town with the majority of residents travelling outside of 
the settlement for work and accessing other services and facilities. 

Urban form and built environment
• Main Street (west) is fairly active, with buildings of suitable scale.
• Less activity on either side of the Main Street heading out of the 

town, slightly wider streets. more evidence of vacancies.
• The two petrol stations opposite each other on Mill Road break up 

the flow on this street.

Opportunity sites
• Corner site at Mill Road and Main Street Junction.
• Vacant sites along Mill Road.
• Backland sites along Main Street.

Heritage features
• Clock Tower
• Mill building / Mill Chimney
• Churches
• Railway Bridge
• Dwellings associated with the Mill

View to the west along Main Street View at Crumlin Glen

View from Main Street towards Clock Tower 

Crumlin / Existing Conditions
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Backlands
The underutilised backlands/yards of Crumlin offer significant potential 
to improve linkages across the town centre and provide a wider range 
of retail, commercial or leisure facilities. For beneficial development 
to be delivered significant thought will have to be given to appropriate 
measures to “open up” the backlands, which includes consideration for 
division between public and private spaces. 

Public�Realm�/�Environmental�Improvements
There’s an opportunity to modernise the public realm treatment 
along the Main Street, making the town centre a more pleasant and 
comfortable place to spend time in. These public realm improvements 
should focus on keeping the simplicity of the streetscape and raising 
the quality of materials. Proposals include undergrounding overhead 
utilities, street tree planting and a heritage signage scheme.  At present, 
there is a significant fall in the quality of the public realm along the 
western section of Main Street towards Lurgan Road, resulting in a poor 
first impression for people approaching Crumlin from this direction. It 
is proposed that the Main Street public realm improvements extend 
out of the town centre boundary to improve the sense of arrival along 
the Lurgan Road. Likewise, secondary public realm improvements are 
proposed along Orchard Road, Mill Road, Cidercourt Road where these 
streets join the town centre. These improvements should be in keeping 
with the principal public realm works proposed on Main Street, however 
these could be downgraded to reflect the relative importance of these 
streets within the town centre’s hierarchy.

Frontage improvements are proposed along Mill Road to create a better 
sense of arrival along the northern approach to the town centre. This 
will be complemented by environmental improvements to the existing 
open space at the Community Hub and Fire Station. Environmental 
improvements are also proposed for existing routes to the town centre 
from Crumlin Integrated Primary, Crumlin Integrated College and 
Crumlin United Football Club. This should include improvements to 
boundary treatments, surfaces, vegetation, and lighting to provide a 
safer and more appealing pedestrian environment.

Connectivity
There is potential to provide new pedestrian and cycle routes to 
improve connectivity, legibility and maneuverability across Crumlin. This 
includes measures to improve the ease of access between the town 
centre and surrounding assets. 

Proposals include a new direct pedestrian and cycle link to the Crumlin 
Glen from Main Street and a new pedestrian and cycle link along the 
railway between Crumlin Glen and Crumlin Leisure Centre. 

Clock Tower Improvements
The Clock Tower is a key landmark that adds to Crumlin’s character 
and unique identity. The Masterplan proposes restoration works and 
a sympathetic illumination scheme to enhance the setting of the 
Clock Tower.

Crumlin Glen Improvements
The Crumlin Glen is an important natural asset located just outside the 
town centre. The Masterplan proposes improvements to the existing 
Crumlin Glen entrance to further promote this asset to visitors. The 
Masterplan also recognises the need to enhance the visitor experience 
at this location, likely interventions could include greater picnic facilities, 
interpretive signage, car park improvements and a coffee dock. 

Development�Opportunity Sites
A number of underutilised sites have been identified as potential 
development opportunities to help revitalise Crumlin Town Centre. It is 
proposed that the Translink bus depot and Crumlin Household Recycling 
Centre relocate to new locations (includiing out of town locations), 
releasing these sites for the redevelopment of more appropriate town 
centre uses. The proposed extension of Crumlin Leisure Centre to 
facilitate the potential relocation of the Crumlin Library would also 
free up the Orchard Road site for redevelopment, or alternatively a 
relocation of the library to an alternative site which would release it 
back to housing. The future use of the railway line and halt should also 
be explored. In the interim, there is an opportunity to develop this site 
as a new town park / open space, which could provide a new green 
corridor link between Crumlin Leisure Centre and Crumlin Glen. There’s 
also potential for a new healthcare facility within Crumlin, although the 
location is still to be determined. 

View of Crumlin Glen entrance

View showing existing public realm along Main Street 

Crumlin / Town Centre Proposals
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Crumlin

Project Nr Project Description

1 New public realm scheme along Main Street to include new paving, new street lighting, new furniture, undergrounding overhead utilities, street tree planting and heritage signage scheme.

2
Extension of public realm improvements to including paving, furniture, lighting upgrades and avenue tree planting within existing green open space. Further consultation needed with DFC regarding the scope of the 

scheme which typically extends to the edge of the town centre boundary. 

3 Extend public realm scheme along Orchard Road.

4 Extend public realm scheme along Mill Road. 

5 Extend public realm scheme along Cidercourt Road.

6 Improve pedestrian / cycle access link to Crumlin Leisure Centre.

7 Tree avenue and community garden.

8 Opportunity to relocate Translink bus depot to new out of town facility. Potential to release the site for a development opportunity. 

9 Opportunity to relocate Crumlin Household Recycling Centre to new out of town facility. Potential to release the site for a development opportunity. 

10 Potential for future use of railway line and halt to be explored. In the interim, there’s an opportunity to develop site as a new town park / open space to link leisure centre facility with Crumlin Glen.

11 Pedestrian/cycle link to Crumlin Glen/ and new town park (item 10). 

12 Environmental improvement works to enhance existing pedestrian link.

13 Environmental Improvement Scheme to enhance the entrance and access to Crumlin United Football Club to complimement the wider capital plans of the club. 

14 Frontage improvement scheme. 

15 Environmental improvement scheme to address boundary fencing and narrow footways.

16 Environmental improvements to open space at Community Hub and Fire Station.

Crumlin / Project List
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Crumlin

Project Nr Project Description

17 Development of visitor facilities at Crumlin Glen.

18 Opportunity to develop backland sites if access can be achieved. 

19 Environmental improvement scheme to include improved access within business court.

20 Refurbishment works to Clock Tower and implementation of illumination scheme.

21 Extension of Crumlin Leisure Centre to facilitate potential relocation of the library from Orchard Road or alternative site to be considered for relocation. 

22 Possible opportunity site – following potential future relocation of the library (item 21).

23 Improvements to the existing entrance to Crumlin Glen. 

24 Enhance access to Crumlin Glen from Main Street, providing new link with feature archway. 

25 Potential for new healthcare facility (not marked on map as location to be determined).

Crumlin / Project List
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Crumlin View 1 - Showing proposed environmental improvements at Main Street, including new banners and planting. 

Crumlin / Sketch Proposals
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Crumlin View 2 - Showing proposed environmental improvements at Main Street, including new banners and planting. 

Crumlin / Project List
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Crumlin View 3 - From Main Street towards Cidercourt Road showing proposed environmental improvements and feature signage for new connection to Crumlin Glen. 

Crumlin / Project List
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2.5�Glengormley

Settlement�Overview
Glengormley centre is focused on the Antrim Road and its convergence 
with Carnmoney, Hightown and Ballyclare Roads. Glengormley has 
a modern, yet disjointed, car-dominated centre; having been pieced 
together over time, as the needs of the local and commuter population 
have expanded. The general street environment is good in parts, though 
narrow pavements and the number of busy street crossing inhibits 
general pedestrian movement around the centre. The majority of the 
centre is roadside, though there is a small pedestrian annex known 
as the Tramways Shopping Centre. There are significant issues with 
available car parking, and in parts, low environmental quality because 
of its piecemeal development and highly road orientated pedestrian 
environment. The centre has a wide range and mix of styles of units, 
with a number of service units in the café, restaurant and retail service 
sectors. Glengormley has a notable number of financial and business 
services grouped together around its core off Antrim Road and 
Carnmoney Road. Glengormley also has a small but important leisure 
function off Glenwell Road, being home to a cinema, bowling alley, 
karting track, soft play unit and indoor adventure golf which is due to 
open soon. 

Urban form and built environment
• Area dominated by traffic and the pattern of the road network. 
• Small area of public realm has created increased activity around 

Portland Avenue - the wider town suffers from low quality public 
realm and a lack of public space.

Opportunity sites
• Car wash site and associated lands. 
• Ferbro building.
• Former PSNI station.
• Wider leisure area.
• Tramways and bank corner site.

Heritage features

• Lilian Bland Community Park

Connectivity to key assets
•  Lilian Bland Community Park is relatively close to the town centre 

although it feels detached despite existing pedestrian connections.

Barriers to development
• Road network - overall reliance on cars.
• Parking is an issue due to the competing interests between access 

to high street businesses and leisure uses.

View of Tramways Centre 

View from Antrim Road showing Tramways Centre View from Antrim Road showing former PSNI site 

Glengormley / Existing Conditions
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Public�Realm�/�Environmental�Improvements
The Masterplan recognises the need for public realm improvements 
throughout the centre of Glengormley . The proposals along the 
Antrim Road include footway improvements, tree planting, street 
furniture, street lighting, the creation of civic space and key junction 
rationalisation. These public realm improvements could also extend to 
adjoining streets including Hightown Road, Church Road, Church Way 
and Farmley Road. Extending the proposed public realm improvements 
through the Tramways Centre will help create a visual link between 
the Antrim Road and the backlands towards Farmley car park. An 
extension of the previously implemented Carnmoney Road public realm 
improvement scheme is proposed to enhance this link to Lilian Bland 
Community park. Public realm works and avenue tree planting are also 
proposed along the Ballyclare Road to provide a new green boundary 
linking to Lilian Bland Community Park. An innovative illumination 
scheme is proposed within the Lilian Bland Park itself. The Ulster Bank 
site at the Junction between Antrim Road and Farmley Road represents 
a key node within the town centre which would also benefit from public 
realm improvements including planting, paving, furniture and lighting 
upgrades. The Masterplan also proposes shop frontage and boundary 
improvements throughout the town.

Connectivity
The Masterplan recognises the need to create a new structure of 
legible pedestrian links across Glengormley. The Masterplan includes 
proposals to provide direct pedestrian links between the Antrim 
Road and the leisure / commercial uses located on the Glenwell Road. 
Currently, the Glenwell Road area represents a largely unfriendly 
pedestrian environment, consisting of a number of poorly laid out car 
parks and accesses. The Masterplan recognises that Glengormley as 
a whole could benefit from re-configuration of this area, proposing a 
review of traffic flow / management with possible ‘merged’ car-park 
arrangement and one-way system to reduce the potential of a ‘rat 
run’ from Glenwell Road through to Farmley Road. Improvements to 
the retained car park include boundary enhancements, planting and 
electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities. The new proposed links will be 
complemented with environmental improvements to the existing link 
through the Tramways Centre. The Masterplan also includes a proposed 
greenway route along the Hightown Road which has potential to run 
through the centre of Glengormley to Valley Park and Gideon’s Green.

Development�Opportunities�/
Commited Development
 There are a number of vacant properties and underutilised sites across 
Glengormley which present significant opportunities to vastly improve 
conditions within the town centre. This includes the former PSNI 
station which is located at a key gateway along the Antrim Road. The 
Masterplan proposes high quality, shared office/workspace facilities 
on the former PSNI station site to accommodate start-up businesses. 
Adjacent sites along the Antrim Road, including BT Exchange and Tyre 
Bay, have also been identified as having development potential for 
uses to complement the proposed office/workspace facilities. The 
Masterplan also recognises the proposed demolition of the current 
Thunderdome building for a new mixed use residential and commercial 
development in line with planning approval (Ref: LA03/2020/0544/F). 
Likewise, the car wash site at the junction between Antrim Road and 
Ballyclare Road has been recognised for potential residential and 
commercial redevelopment. A Living Over Shops scheme could also be 
promoted at suitable locations across the town centre.

View of Farmley Road car park View showing units along Antrim Road

Glengormley / Town Centre Proposals



39AECOM

ANIDF

Glengormley / Masterplan



40 AECOM

ANIDF

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Glengormley

Project Nr Project Description

1 Shop signage and frontage improvements throughout the town.

2 Proposed public realm improvement works to include footway improvements, tree planting, street furniture, street lighting, creation of civic space and key junction rationalisation.

3 Extension of existing public realm streetscape to enhance link to Lilian Bland Community park.

4 Public realm improvements to Church Road- including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

5 Public realm improvements to Church Way- including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

6 Public realm improvements to Farmley Road and access- including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

7 Landscape works to including tree planting along frontage. 

8
Improved links between backlands and Antrim Road including boundary treatments and planting. Public realm to extend through Tramways and to include the area at the back of the centre to link in with 

Farmley Car-park. 

9 New structure of pedestrian links / access from Antrim Road to leisure / entertainment park with opportunity to review traffic flow / management eg. one-way system and ‘merged’ car-park arrangement. 

10 Regeneration of area to include public realm / business frontage improvement scheme. 

11 Boundary improvements along existing businesses.

12 Development opportunity site - potential for office / workspace. 

13 Public realm improvements at key gateway site - including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

14
Public realm works to Ballyclare Road to include avenue tree planting providing green boundary linking to Lilian Bland  

Community Park.

15 Public realm improvements to Hightown Road- including planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

16 A key site for a redevelopment opportunity - residential and commercial options being explored. 

17

a) Environmental improvements to Farmley car park including boundary improvements, introduction of greenery and  

 electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities.  

b) Car-parking in private ownership to be redesigned alongisde Farmley car-park to improve connectivity and parking. 

18 Key gateway development opportunity site which may provide auxiliary use to the former police station site (Project 12).

19 Approved demolition of current Thunderdome building for 43 apartments, underground car-parking and 6 commercial units at ground floor level (Ref: LA03/2020/0544/F).

20 Illumination scheme applied to Lilian Bland Park trees.

Glengormley / Project List
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Glengormley View 1 - Showing proposed environmental improvements to the rear of the Tramways Centre, including new surfacing, street furniture and planting

Glengormley / Sketch Proposals
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Glengormley View 2 - Showing potential new use at former PSNI site and proposed environmental improvements along Antrim Road, including new surfacing, street furniture, banners and planting.

Glengormley / Sketch Proposals
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2.6�Randalstown

Settlement�Overview
Randalstown is located north of the A6/M22 motorway, part of the North 
West Key Transport Corridor, which links Belfast and Londonderry. 
Access to the M22 is via the Castle Road junction to the east and 
Moneynick Road to the west.  The River Maine dissects Randalstown, 
flowing in a southern direction towards Lough Neagh. The village is well 
remembered for its historic links with both the linen and iron industries. 
The town evolved as a linear settlement extending along Main Street and 
Shane’s Street, which is a designated Conservation Area. To the south 
of Randalstown outside of the settlement development limit lies Shane’s 
Castle Estate, designated as a historic Demesne, RAMSAR site and as 
an Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI). The town centre provides 
a wide range of retail and service facilities serving the settlement and 
rural hinterland. Unlike each of the other town centres in the Borough, the 
centre has no large footprint retail units and is accented towards smaller 
independent units. Due to the compact nature of Randalstown, the town 
centre is highly accessible by foot. The town centre’s environmental 
quality is assisted by its setting. The River Maine provides an attractive 
feature to the town centre, and its prominent disused railway viaduct 
adds interest to its setting. Randalstown boasts a beautiful Tudor style 
gateway, the entrance to Shane’s Castle Estate and a magnificent viaduct 
spanning the River Maine.

Urban form and built environment
• Main Street very much the centre of the town in terms of character 

and commercial activity. Relatively pedestrian friendly with a number 
of crossing points.

• The centre of the town is designated as a Conservation Area and has 
been well maintained over the years.

• Arches Lane is a nice feature / thoroughfare with plenty of active 
frontages.

• New Street is much wider than other streets in the town with less 
activity here than on Main Street.

Connectivity to key assets
• Community centre/ playing fields close to centre and well connected 

– good pedestrian links along road and also along the river. Access 
between river and community centre could be improved with a direct 
connection, although the level differences here may be an issue.  

• Good connections to viaduct. 
• Shane’s Castle estate is currently cut off from rest of the town.

Barriers to development
• Level Changes - significant level change between Parade Grounds 

and Main Street, also, level change between river walkway and 
community centre

• Cashel’s Lane - residential dwellings at Parade Grounds accessed 
via small one lane road off Main Street. Can be accessed on foot via 
stairs at Shane Street bridge.

Opportunity sites
• Parade Ground - area around residential properties at Cashel’s Lane / 

Parade Ground is run down and underutilised.   
• McFadden’s Corner - Site has been levelled. Buildings opposite 

appear vacant with fake shop fronts.  
• Plot at junction of Church St and Shane St - Site has been levelled. It 

appears to be recently sold. Advertised to have planning permission 
for 8 residential units and 1 retail unit.

• Former Post Office- Site on Main Street appears vacant. 
• Former Truffles Restaurant – Site on Main Street.

Heritage features
• Randalstown Conservation Area (Designated in June 1996).
• Viaduct
• Mill / Chimney – Mill itself in bad condition. Chimney much better and 

is visible from much of the town.
• Gate Lodge and wider Shane’s Castle estate. 
• Stables / Courtyard
• Numerous buildings including, library, churches and residential 

dwellings associated with the Mill.
• Signage for heritage trail located throughout the town. Conservation 

Area also well signposted.

View showing existing public realm along Moores Lane

View along River Maine looking towards viaduct

Randalstown / Existing Conditions
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Randalstown / Strategic Map
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Viaduct
The historic viaduct is an impressive feature which helps to create a 
memorable sense of arrival coming into Randalstown. The walkway 
and cycle along the top of the Viaduct also offers spectacular views 
of Randalstown, the River Maine and the adjoining parkland of 
Shane’s Castle. The Masterplan recognises the importance of this 
unique feature, recommending upgrade works to viaduct trail and 
an atmospheric illumination scheme to highlight the viaduct and 
surroundings.

Public�Realm�/�Environmental�Improvements
An existing public realm scheme has recently been implemented within 
the town, largely focusing on Main Street. The Masterplan proposes 
extending this public realm scheme to include stretches of New 
Street and Moores Lane. The Masterplan proposes environmental 
improvements to existing assets throughout Randalstown including the 
Community Garden (Widow’s Row), Community Centre, Bowling Club 
and Medical Centre. The Parade Grounds is also recognised as a key 
gateway space to the town centre which could be enhanced through 
environmental improvement works and frontage improvements to the 
cottages. Signage and wayfinding improvements are proposed for the 
existing trails throughout Randalstown, including Fisherman’s Walk 
and the riverside nature trail at Neilsbrook Park. The Masterplan also 
proposes environmental improvements to the start of the Loughshore 
Trail along New Street, this would include shared car parking at the 
Randalstown Gospel Hall site (subject to agreement). The backlands car 
park area at John Street has also been identified as an area that would 
benefit from environmental improvements.

Connectivity 
The Masterplan recognises the need to improve connectivity across 
Randalstown. This includes the need for a new stepped / ramped access 
connection between the Community Centre and Fisherman’s Walk. The 
existing open space between Community Centre to Fisherman’s Walk 
could also be formalised into a pocket park, including the installation 
of a fishing stand upstream. The Masterplan includes proposals to 
increase linkages between the existing play park, Cahells lane and the 
woodland adjacent to the viaduct trail, it’s hoped this will help promote 
passive observation and address anti-social behaviour. The Masterplan 
includes proposals for a new foot/cycle bridge tied to future residential 
development of the Mill site. 

This new bridge would complement the proposed waterside walkway, 
located between the canal and River Maine. Opportunities to provide 
additional pedestrian / cycle links to Randalstown Forest and Lough 
Neagh should also be considered.

Development�Opportunities�/�
Committed Development
The old Truffles site on New Street is recognised as a development 
opportunity site suitable for retail or food and drink. There’s also an 
opportunity to enhance youth facilities at the existing Scout site, 
to include potential wet weather facility / canopy. The Masterplan 
recognises the potential of the existing courtyard situated off New 
Street to provide a unique independent retail ‘village’ at this location. 
The adjoining library building also has potential to facilitate greater 
community use. A plot of private land adjacent to Cashells Lane has 
been identified as a possible extension opportunity for the existing park 
and ride. This site would have potential for approximately 60 spaces and 
could include electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities (space permitting). 
The Masterplan also recognises committed developments within the 
town centre, including a mixed use development for 10 new apartments 
and 3 new retail units at the junction between Main Street and New 
Street (Ref: LA03/2015/0074/F) and the development of 9 apartments 
at 99-101 Main Street (Ref: LA03/2019/0937/F). A Living Over Shops 
scheme should also be promoted at suitable locations across the 
town centre. Finally, the Masterplan recommends further liaison 
with Northern Ireland Water regarding intentions for their site to the 
south of the town centre as this location may present itself as a future 
development opportunity. 

View of River Maine looking towards mill site  

View of along New Street

Randalstown / Town Centre Proposals
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Randalstown / Masterplan
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Randalstown

Project Nr Project Description

1
Extension of existing public realm scheme to New Street, including: planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades. Extent of scheme to be determined through engagement with the Department For Communities 

as it is normally defined by the Town Centre Boundary. 

2 Extension of existing public realm scheme to Moores Lane, including: planting, paving, furniture and lighting upgrades.

3 Environmental improvements to approach / access areas to Community Centre, Bowling Club and Medical Centre.

4 Environmental improvements to head of Loughshore Trail including improved car parking (Subject to agreement with Randalstown Gospel Hall for shared use). 

5 Environmental improvements / upgrade works to viaduct trail. 

6 Environmental improvements to viaduct embankment.

7 New access and lighting to Cashells Lane from parking area. New pedestrian access from play park / community space to viaduct.

8 Woodland trail extensions to promote passive observation and address anti-social behaviour.

9 Environmental Improvements to backlands car park. 

10 Opportunity to develop courtyard as unique independent retail ‘village’.

11 Opportunity to facilitate greater community use of library building, enhancements to include signage and refurbishment. 

12 Opportunity for car park extension (approximately 60 spaces). To include electric vehicle (EV) charging facilities (space permitting). 

13 Development opportunity for derelict site - potential for retail / food and drink.

14 Approved mixed use development residential for 10 new apartments and 3 new retail units (Ref: LA03/2015/0074/F).

15 Approved residential development consisting of 9 apartments with associated access and parking (Ref: LA03/2019/0937/F).

16 Environmental improvement works to Fisherman’s Walk to include entrance feature, signage and wayfinding.

17 Environmental improvement works to town gateway space and Parade Grounds, including frontage improvements to cottages.

Randalstown / Project List
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Town Centre Masterplan Proposals - Randalstown

Project Nr Project Description

18 Stepped / ramped access connection between Community Centre and Fisherman’s Walk. 

19 Designed park / open space connecting Community Centre to Fisherman’s Walk including installation of fishing stand upstream. 

20 Environmental improvement works to riverside “nature trail “to include signage and wayfinding. 

21 Environmental improvement works to “nature trail” at Neilsbrook Park to include signage and wayfinding.

22 Environmental improvement works to Community Garden ‘Winter / hidden garden’. 

23 Development potential to enhance use for youth facilities - including wet weather facility / canopy.

24 Footbridge including cycle link tied to future development of the Mill site (potential to secure support from the developer).

25 New canalside nature walkway.

26 Opportunity to provide pedestrian / cycle links to Randalstown Forest and Lough Neagh.

27 Shop frontage improvements and living over shops scheme with promotion for town centre evening economy.

28 Enhanced illumination scheme for viaduct and surroundings.

Randalstown / Project List



49AECOM

ANIDF

Randalstown View 1 - Showing proposed retail villiage off New Street. 

Randalstown / Sketch Proposals
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Randalstown View 2 - Showing proposed environmental improvements to the eastern entrance of Randalstown, including street furniture, banners and planting. 

Randalstown / Sketch Proposals
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3.1�Introduction�and�Overview�of�Arterial�Routes

Introduction
This chapter covers the existing key issues, and proposed 
solutions for the following four arterial routes within the 
borough:

Route�1 : A57 Belfast International Airport to Ballyclare
Route�2: A52/A26 Crumlin/Nutts Corner/Antrim
Route�3: A8 Glengormley to Ballynure
Route�4: A6/M22/M2 Randalstown to Glengormley

The concept proposals presented in the section 
are subject to further design and consultation with 
stakeholders, including: landowners, ANBC Planning 
Department, statutory bodies (i.e. Department for 
Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Environment Agency etc. 
and the local community.
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Route�1a�-�A57�Belfast�
International Airport to Ballyclare 
This route extends approximately 20 miles 
from the town of Ballyclare to Belfast 
International Airport (Aldergrove).  This 
arterial route links Belfast  traffic from the 
M2.  The A57 passes through the commuter 
village of Templepatrick.

KEY PLAN

3.2�Route�1a�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�
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Route�1a�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�/�Project List 

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan 

Route 1a - A57 Belfast IA to Ballyclare Projects Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Airport Roundabout design - Artwork/sculpture

2 Screening to retail area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

3 Screening to industrial area  - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

4 New Historic Antrim sign

5 Potential aire de service site location

6 New hedge planting

7 New roundabout design - Artwork/sclupture (see illustration)

8 Improvements to layby - 3 x bench and table sets. 1 x bin, boundary hedge planting, tree planting

9 Proposed landform - improvements to slope gradient

10 Implementation of art on existing bridge - painted artwork (see illustration)

11 Improvements to layby - 3 x bench and table sets. 1 x bin, boundary hedge planting, tree planting

12 New hedge planting

13 Tree lane - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

14 New roundabout design - Artwork/sclupture

15 New planting buffer - hedge/ low shrubs

16 New roundabout design - Artwork/sclupture

17 Improvements to layby - 3 x bench and table sets. 1 x bin, boundary hedge planting, tree planting

18 Wider pedestrian path proposal



55AECOM

ANIDF

3.3�Route�1b�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�

Route�1b�-�A57�Belfast�
International Airport to Ballyclare 

KEY PLAN
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Route�1b�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�/�Project List 

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan 

Route 1b - A57 Belfast IA to Ballyclare Projects Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

19 New planting buffer - hedge/ low shrubs

20 Improvements to layby - 3 x bench and table sets. 1 x bin, boundary hedge planting, tree planting

21 Proposal to widen pedestrian footway/pathway

22 New planting buffer - proposed hedge planting / shrub planting

23 Proposed landform - improvements to slope gradient

24 Bridge illumination proposals

25 Screening to retail area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

26 New planting approach - wildflower planting

27 New roundabout design - Artwork/sclupture
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Route�1a
Project�1�-�Airport�Roundabout�design�-�
artwork/sculpture
Throughout the borough, there are multiple 
roundabouts  which vary in size. All of these 
roundabouts have the opportunity to be more 
impactful, welcoming and engaging. 
A number of roundabouts already have some existing 
sculptural art, however,most would benefit from a more 
modern approach.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting
• proposed artwork/sculpture
• roundabout surfacing

3.4�Route�1�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�/�Concept Proposals 

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed artwork project at A26/A57 roundabout 
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Route�1a�
Project�10�-�Implementation�of�art�on�
existing�bridge�-�painted�artwork
There are a significant number of grey concrete 
overbridges along the main arterial routes. These are 
very similar and have no distinctive features. 
Bridge structures have a great potential to become 
more engaging with the use of colourful artwork. This 
would transform the overall view and make the journey 
more interesting for the road users.

The proposals include the following :

• overall renovation of the bridge to remove existing 
graffiti

•  new railings
•  proposed painted artwork

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed artwork project at Seven Mile Straight bridge over A57

Route�1�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�/�Concept Proposals 
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Precedent imagery 

Route�1b
Project�20-�Improved�Lay-By�design
There are currently a number of lay-bys which provide 
a spacious stop off for road users. 
The space available has the opportunity to provide 
an enjoyable amenity space with designated parking 
spaces, seating and planting.  

The proposals include the following :

• carriageway surfacing to lay-by
• new kerbs to lay-by
• surfacing white lining 
• boundary fencing
• planting / hedge planting / tree planting
• proposed furniture including picnic seating
• litter bins
• interpretation signage

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed lay-by project located on A57 1.2 miles south west of Templepatrick

Route�1�/�A57�Belfast�International�Airport�to�Ballyclare�/�Concept Proposals 
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3.5�Route�2�/�A52/A26�Crumlin/Nutts�Corner/Antrim

Route�2�-�A52/A26�Crumlin/Nutts�Corner/
Antrim
This route extends approximately 11 miles from the 
town of Antrim, country bound to Crumlin via Nutts 
Corner Roundabout to Crumlin.
This arterial route bypasses Belfast International 
Airport.   

KEY PLAN
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Route�2�/�A52/A26�Crumlin/Nutts�Corner/Antrim�/�Project List

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan 

Route 2 - A52/A26 Crumlin-Nutts Corner-Antrim

Project Nr Project Description

1 Implementation of lighting scheme on existing railway bridge

2 New wayfinding signage - Welcome to Crumlin

3 New tree planting - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

4 Artwork/Sculpture

5 New hedge planting

6 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

7 Screening to commercial area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

8 New roundabout design - Artwork/sculpture

9 Better planting approach - shrubs/wildflower

10 Improved pedestrian path

11 Proposed landform - improvements to slope gradient

12 Improved pedestrian path and planting buffer

13 New screening - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

14 Wider pedestrian path

15 Implementation of art on existing railway bridge - painted artwork



62 AECOM

ANIDF

Route�2�
Project�7�-�Screening�to�commercial�area
There are many commercial and industrial sites along 
the arterial routes of the borough. These places are 
usually very exposed and that affects the overall 
character of the area . One of the proposed projects 
is to provide tree screening between the sites and the 
existing routes. This would provide a more pleasant 
setting to the pedestrians and road users.

The proposals will include the following :

• groundcover planting/ tree planting

Route�2�/�A52/A26�Crumlin/Nutts�Corner/Antrim�/�Concept Proposals

Existing photo

Impression of proposed planting project along A52 at Cosentino Belfast Center

Precedent imagery 
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Precedent imagery 

Route�2�
Project�1-�Implementation�of�lighting�
scheme�on�existing�railway�bridge
Some arterial routes pass by the existing railway 
bridges. These are mainly steel structures with no 
distinctive features. However, they have a great 
potential to become something really interesting 
and eye catching. The best approach is to introduce 
lighting schemes which will add some colour and 
vibrancy to the bridge and the surrounding area.

The proposals include the following :

• proposed lighting to existing bridge

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed lighting project at railway bridge over Mill Road, Crumlin

Route�2�/�A52/A26�Crumlin/Nutts�Corner/Antrim�/�Concept Proposals
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Route�3�-�A8�Glengormley�to�
Ballynure
The A8 route is approximately 7 miles 
from the town of Glengormley to 
Ballynure
The A8 extends north, passing the 
Doagh Road roundabout towards 
the Carntall Road / Hillhead Road 
roundabout and continuing north to 
Ballynure. 

3.6�Route�3�/�A8�Glengormley�to�Ballynure
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Route�3�/�A8�Glengormley�to�Ballynure�/ Project List

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan 

Route 3 - A8 Glengormley to Ballynure

Project Nr Project Description

1 Implementation ot artwork and new planting on existing roundabout

2 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

3 Implementation of art on existing bridge - painted artwork

4 New planting at existing roundabout

5 New tree planting - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

6 Improved railway screening

7 Proposed artwork and new planting at existing roundabout

8 Screening to commercial area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

9 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

10 New tree planting - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

11 New hedge planting

12 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art 
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Route�3�/�A8�Glengormley�to�Ballynure�/�Concept Proposals

Route�3�
Project�6�-�Improved�railway�screening
There are many railway lines cutting through the routes 
in different locations. In this particular setting the 
railway line runs below the A8 route near Glengormley.
The existing railway screening is not very appealing. 
This provides a great opportunity to make this area a 
little more vibrant for the road users. The proposed 
approach is a colourful wall. 

The proposals include the following :

• boundary fencing
• groundcover planting
• proposed painted artwork

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed artwork project at bridge over railway to the north of Glengormley
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Precedent imagery 

Route�3�
Project�7-�Proposed�artwork�and�new�
planting�at�existing�roundabout
Route 3 contains numerous roundabouts that have 
potential to become more engaging for the driver 
passing by. Different artwork and new planting is the 
best approach to achieve a more interesting view.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting 
• proposed artwork/sculpture
• roundabout surfacing
• interpretation signage

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed sculpture project at Ballynure Road/Doagh Road roundabout

Route�3�/�A8�Glengormley�to�Ballynure�/�Concept Proposals
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Route�3�
Project�2�-�Screening�to�residential�area
There are numerous areas throughout the borough 
where the residential areas are completely exposed to 
the roads and motorways. This can be prevented by 
introducing better screening with the use of large trees 
and shrubs. 

The proposals will include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting/tree planting 

Existing photo

Impression of proposed planting project on A8 near Sandyknowes Roundabout junction

Precedent imagery 

Route�3�/�A8�Glengormley�to�Ballynure�/�Concept Proposals
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Precedent imagery 

Route�4a�-�A6/M22/M2�
Randalstown to Glengormley 
The A6 exits Randalstown over the River 
Maine, past the picturesque Randalstown 
viaduct and extends country bound 
towards the Ballygrooby roundabout. 
Exiting the roundabout onto the M22 
towards the Dunsilly Roundabout and 
continuing onto the M2 to Glengormley.  

3.7�Route�4a�/�A6/M22/M2�Randalstown�to�Glengormley

KEY PLAN
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Route�4a�/�Project List

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan 

Route 4a - A6/M22/M2 Randalstown to Glengormley

Project Nr Project Description

1 Proposed landform - improvements to slope gradient

2 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art 

3 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

4 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

5 Proposed art sculpture location

6 Implementation of art on existing bridge 

7 Proposed landform - improvements to slope gradient

8 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art 

9 Screening to commercial area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

10 New hedge planting

11 Screening to commercial area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

12 Proposed art sculpture location

13 New tree planting - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

14 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art 

15 Implementation of art on existing railway bridge 

16 Proposed art sculpture location

17 Implementation of lighting on existing bridge 
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Route�4b�-�A6/M22/M2�
Randalstown to Glengormley 

KEY PLAN

3.8�Route�4b�/�A6/M22/M2�Randalstown�to�Glengormley
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Route 4b - A6/M22/M2 Randalstown to Glengormley

Project Nr Project Description

18 Implementation of art on existing pedestrian bridge - railing art

19 Proposed art sculpture location

20 Proposed landform - better slope management

21 Bridge illumination proposals

22 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art

23 Improvements to layby - 3 x bench and table sets. 1 x bin, boundary hedge planting, tree planting

24 Proposed art sculpture location

25 Bridge illumination proposals

26 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art

27 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art

28 Proposed art sculpture location

29 Screening to residential area - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

30 Implementation of art on existing bridge - railing art

31 Bridge illumination proposals

Route�4b�/�Project List
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Route�4b
Project�19�-�Proposed�art�sculpture�
location
The wide landscape views from some of the arterial 
routes provide opportunity for large landscape 
sculptures. 
Large scale sculptural artwork can provide dimension 
and visual interest along the motorway, whilst creating 
a sense of place.

The proposals include the following :

• proposed artwork/sculpture

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Impression of proposed sculpture project along M2, 1.2 miles to south east of 
Rathbeg Roundabout

Route�4b�/�Sketch Proposals
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Route�4a�
Project�7�-�Proposed�Landform
The existing routes go through many unmanaged and 
overgrown slopes. Some of the slopes are very small 
which allows the driver to see past them but some 
reach a few meters in height. These slopes allow for 
opportunity to introduce landform art. 

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting
• proposed cut and fill approach

Existing photo

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery

Impression of proposed land art project on M2, 1 mile south of Sandyknowes Roundabout

Route�4b�/�Sketch Proposals
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Precedent imagery

Route�4a
Project�16�-�Proposed�art�sculpture�
location
Route 4 consists of many large scale areas that have 
great potential to become sculpture locations. These 
areas should be designed to brighten up the route and 
create a more pleasant user experience. 

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting 
• proposed artwork/sculpture
• new kerb to sculpture location
• interpretation signage

Existing photo

Impression of proposed sculpture project near M2 junction 5

Precedent imagery Precedent imagery 

Route�4b�/�Sketch Proposals
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4.1�Introduction�and�Overview�of�Key�Nodes

Introduction
This chapter identifies key nodes within the borough, 
outlining existing key issues, and proposed solutions.

Node�1 : Abbeycentre
Node�2: Belfast International Airport (BIA)
Node�3: Beverley Shopping Area
Node�4:  Carnmoney
Node�5: The Junction
Node�6: Mallusk
Node�7: Nutts Corner
Node�8: Whiteabbey
The concept proposals presented in the section 
are subject to further design and consultation with 
stakeholders, including: landowners, ANBC Planning 
Department, statutory bodies (i.e. Department for 
Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Environment Agency etc. 
and the local community.
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4.2�Node�1�/�Abbeycentre

Abbeycentre
Abbeycentre offers convenience and non-bulky comparison 
goods, providing a vibrant retail source for the population of the 
borough and beyond. Abbeycentre encompasses the Abbey 
Centre Shopping Centre, aswell as a series of adjoining retail 
parks (i.e. Abbey Retail Park, Longwood Road Retail Park etc.), 
with many visitors choosing to drive between parks. The area is 
looped by Longwood Road, Shore Road, Mill Road and Felden 
Gardens, currently lacking in tree planting and any brand identity. 
The Abbeycentre has been identified as a large town centre in the 
emerging Local Development Plan. The centre currently lacks non-
retail uses, however, a proposal for a new multi-screen cinema, cafe/
restaurant units and car parking has recently been approved on a 
site at the Old Church Road (ref: LA03/2019/0271/F).

KEY PLAN
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Abbeycentre - Proposals (A)

Project Nr Project Description

1 1nr x ‘Welcome to Abbeycentre’ signage

2 Church Road - Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns

3 1nr x Directional signage

4 Proposed shrub planting

5 1nr x Directional signage

6 Potential development area for park area

7 New shrub planting

8 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along Mill Road from signage 5 - 9

9 1nr x ‘Welcome to Abbeycentre’ signage

10 Banner posts and decorative banners to streeet lighting columns along Shore Road from signage 9-11

11 1nr x ‘Welcome to Abbeycentre’ signage

12 1nr x planter

13 Rear of Door Store - back of perimter fence.  Amenity woodland screening planting

14
RHS from Abbeycentre welcome sign to Dunnes Stores (carpark) - Proposed tree planting, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm 

girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown

15 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along Longwood Road from Abbeycentre welcome sign to Shore road

16 Reconfiguration of carparking

17 Trees and hedging within reconfigured carpark 

KEY PLAN

Node�1�/�Abbeycentre�/�Project List
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Abbeycentre - Proposals (B)

Project Nr Project Description

18 Public artwork on roundabout 

19 Banner posts and decorative banners on every other lighting column along Felden Gardens to Mill Road

20 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved pedestrian footways and soft landscaping

21 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

22 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

23 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

24 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along Longwood Road

25 Proposed SuDs swales integrated into existing grass verge.

26 Proposed tree planting, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

27 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

28 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

29 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 300m along the Shore Road)

30 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 150m along the Mill Road)

31 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 200m along the Longwood Road)

32 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 200m along the Felden Gardens)

33 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 150m along the Longwood Road)

34 Bus Stop Upgrade

35 Bus Stop Upgrade

36 Approved multi-screen cinema, cafe/restaurant units, car parking and landscaping (ref: LA03/2019/0271/F)

Node�1�/�Abbeycentre�/�Project List
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Project�14�-�Proposed�tree�planting
The Abbeycentre retail area is a combination of commercial buildings and carparks. The site is exposed to the 
surrounding busy roads and pedestrians passing by. There is a great opportunity for new planting that would create 
screening between the retail area and the surrounding roads.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting  
• avenue tree planting
• improved boundary treatment

Existing photo Impression of proposed tree planting

Node�1�/�Abbeycentre�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�25-�Proposed�SUDS�swales�integrated�into�existing�grass�verge
There are many existing grass verges in Abbeycentre that are not used and left untreated. A lot of them have great 
potential for SUDs implementation. This approach would not only improve the surface drainage system but it also make 
the space more environmentally friendly.

The proposals include the following :

• aquatic and wetland planting
• new lawn planting mix
• new surface treatment to pedestrian path

Existing photo Impression of proposed SUDS planting

Node�1�/�Abbeycentre�/�Project List
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Belfast International Airport
Belfast International Airport is situated in 
Aldergrove just north of Crumlin, approximately 4 
miles south of Antrim Town Centre and 18 miles 
north west of Belfast. 
The airport itself is situated on Airport Road, 
and surrounded by a number of car parking 
facilities.  The Airport Road requires an upgrade 
in surfacing in areas and street planting, shrubs, 
signage and a sense of arrival with an addition of 
fabric banners.  

KEY PLAN

4.3�Node�2�/�Belfast�International�Airport
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan
Belfast International Airport - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 1nr x ‘Welcome to Belfast International Airport’ signage

2 Banner posts and decorative banners on every other lighting column alongAirport Rd from Crooked Stone Road

3 Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown - along verge outside parking

4 Decorative shrub planting around existing trees

5 Large public artwork on corner

6 Decorative shrub planting

7 Banner posts and decorative banners on every other lighting column along Airport Road

8 Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown - both sides of road

9 Trees / hedge planting with carpark

10 Reconfiguration of carparking

11 Wildflower / bulb planting in front of wall

12 1nr x ‘Welcome to Belfast International Airport’ signage

13
Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown - along verge from private airport entrance. Decorative shrub 

planting on corner 

14 Banner posts and decorative banners on every other lighting column along British Road starting at private airport entrance

15 Wildflower / bulb verge planting

Node�2�/�Belfast�International�Airport�/�Project List
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Project�1�-�‘Welcome�to�Belfast�
International Airport’ signage
The current approach to Belfast International Airport 
lacks a sense of arrival.  
The approach would benefit from additional planting, 
welcome signage and decorative banners.
The proposals include the following :

• ornamental planting
• decorative banners
• welcome to Belfast International Airport sign

Impression of proposed signageExisting photo

Node�2�/�Belfast�International�Airport�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�15-�Wildflower/�bulb�verge�planting
The roadside approaching the Airport from Aldergrove, has clearly been used as a waiting point for vehicles.  The grass 
verges are in need of repair with surface water lying in areas. Proposed meadow planting could  significantly improve 
this area.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / meadow planting
• new kerb to verge

Impression of proposed verge plantingExisting photo

Node�2�/�Belfast�International�Airport�/�Concept Proposals
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Beverley Shopping Area
The Beverley Road Shopping Area is located within the 
Newtownabbey metropolitan urban area, on a corner 
site at the junctions of Beverley Road and Fairview 
Road consisting of two separate buildings.  At the 
moment the carpark space is quite dominant with a 
very small amount of existing planting. This area has 
potential for improved landscape design that would 
make it more appealing.

KEY PLAN

4.4�Node�3�/�Beverley�Shopping�Area
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Beverley Shopping Area - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along Beverley Road from roundabout to Fairview Crescent

2 Landscape improvements to each side of entrance to Beverley Road 

3 Welcome to Beverley Shopping Area’ signage

4 Landscape improvements to include - paving, seating, litter bin, shrub and tree planting.

5 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting, retaining existing number of spaces if possible.

6 Landscaping improvements to rear of shops adjacent to residential area

Node�3�/�Beverley�Shopping�Area�/�Project List
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Project�5-�Reconfiguration�of�carpark�at�shops
The existing shopping area is surrounded by a big carpark. This space could be broken up by proposed planting, whilst 
maintaining the same number of car parking spaces, to provide more diversity and public realm opportunities for the 
space users.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting / tree planting
• new parking islands 
• interpretation signage
• new surface treatment

Existing aerial photo Impression of proposed carpark reconfiguration

Node�3�/�Beverley�Shopping�Area�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�5-�Reconfiguration�of�carpark�at�
shops�(view)
The introduction of new planting and surfacing will help 
to improve the character and quality of the area. 

Impression of proposed carpark reconfiguration - viewExisting photo

Node�3�/�Beverley�Shopping�Area�/�Concept Proposals
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Carnmoney
Carnmoney is located within the 
Newtownabbey Metropolitan 
Area, to the north east of 
Glengormley. Commercial activity 
is focused on a corner site on the 
junctions of Carnmoney Road 
with Ballyduff Road consisting of 
two buildings, totalling nine units. 

KEY PLAN

4.5�Node�4�/�Carnmoney
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Carnmoney - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Welcome to Carnmoney’ signage

2 Landscape improvements to island

3 Improvements to footpath - school drop off

4 Carpark improvements and associated pedestrian crossing proposal

5 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along A2, Doagh Road and Station Road 

6 Planters outside Hill Tavern

7 Environmental Improvements to village shops to include - paving, seating, litter bin, shrub and tree planting.

8 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

9 Welcome to Carnmoney’ signage

10 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 150m along the Carnmoney Road)

11 Bus Stop upgrade

12 Bus Stop upgrade

13 Bus Stop upgrade

14 Bus Stop upgrade

Node�4�/�Carnmoney�/�Project List
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Project�2�-�Landscape�improvements�to�island
Existing islands lacking any design are a big issue throughout the borough. An example below shows a huge concrete 
island that has potential to become a nice amenity space. There is opportunity to introduce planting buffers separating 
pedestrians from the road. Existing houses could benefit from tree screening offering residents some privacy. Seating 
could also be introduced for recreational purposes.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting /
• avenue tree planting
• proposed furniture including benches
• new island surfacing

Impression of proposed island designView of exisitng island along Carmoney Road 

Node�4�/�Carnmoney�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�7-�Environmental�improvements�to��
village shops
Local shops in Carnmoney lack public realm design. 
The area could be enhanced by small public realm 
changes such as planting trees, removing boundary 
walls and introducing new paving. These improvements 
will transform the space and give it a new character.
The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting / tree planting
• new paving layout 
• proposed furniture including benches

View of units along Carnmoney Road

Typical EI improvements (before)

Typical EI improvements (after)

Node�4�/�Carnmoney�/�Concept Proposals
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The Junction
The Junction represents the largest 
provision of out-of-centre floorspace in the 
Borough, situated approximately 1.5 km north 
of the centre of Antrim. Planning permission 
has been granted for a 110,000 Sq ft Dobbies 
Garden Centre (ref:LA03/2021/1110/F). This 
will include outdoor and indoor plant areas; 
areas for gardening products, outdoor 
furniture, pets, gifting and toys, as well as 
cookshop and home décor; a foodhall, a 
children’s soft play area and new restaurant 
and café.
The Junction has some areas of recent 
landscaping and planting, but it is lacking 
a coherent street design.  The overall 
approach to The Junction requires additional 
landscaping to include street trees, 
decorative banners, public art, and signage.  

KEY PLAN

4.6�Node�5�/�The�Junction
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Junction One - Proposals (A)

Project Nr Project Description

1 1nr x ‘Welcome to Junction One’ signage

2 Large public artwork on roundabout 

3 Proposed tree planting, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

4 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along A26.

5 1nr x ‘Welcome to Junction One’ signage

6 Large public artwork on roundabout 

7 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along Stiles way from bridge

8 4nr x proposed planters on corner 

9 Hedge and tree planting (to match ASDA carpark planting)

10 1nr x ‘Welcome to Junction One’ signage

11 1nr x ‘Welcome to Junction One’ signage

12 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along A26.

13
Proposed tree planting to central reservation, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well 

balanced crown.  

14 Hedge and tree planting (same treatment as asda carpark edge)

15 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns.

Node�5�/�The�Junction�/�Project List



97AECOM

ANIDF

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Junction One - Proposals (B)

Project Nr Project Description

16 1nr x ‘Welcome to Junction One’ signage

17 Large public artwork on roundabout 

18 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns.

19
Proposed tree planting to central reservation, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well 

balanced crown.  

20 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 250m along the A26 road)

21 New Park and Ride location

22 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 150m along the A26 road)

23 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 200m along the Stiles Way)

24 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 150m along the A26 road)

25 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 200m along the Kilbegs Road)

Node�5�/�The�Junction�/�Project List
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Project�9�-�Hedge�and�tree�planting
The Junction shopping area is screened quite well from the main road with the use of planting. However, the other side 
of the road is lacking landscape design and screening. Adding hedge planting and trees to this space would create a 
well designed street approach and a more pleasant space to be in.

The proposals will include the following :

• avenue tree planting
• proposed hedge planting
• boundary improvements

Existing view to the south of Asda Impression of proposed hedge and tree planting

Node�5�/�The�Junction�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�20-�Cycle�lining�to�surface
The Junction area is a busy space with huge numbers of users everyday. It is lacking designated cycle lanes that would 
improve circulation around this area. There is enough space to accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists, and 
adding in a cycle lane would make this area much safer. 

The proposals will include the following :

• proposed cycle lane surfacing 
• new surface treatment to pedestrian path
• improved boundary treatment 

Impression of proposed cycle laneExisting view along A6, east of The Junction 

Node�5�/�The�Junction�/�Concept Proposals
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Mallusk
Mallusk is located within the Newtownabbey 
Metropolitan Area, just off the M2 and 
Sandyknowes roundabout. Mallusk 
includes of a variety of convenience and 
leisure services located in a cluster with 
a predominantly large employment area. 
This include an array of businesses, car 
dealerships, large company headquarters 
such as Royal Mail Sorting Offices, Henderson 
Group and Mallusk Enterprise Park. .

KEY PLAN

4.7�Node�6�/�Mallusk
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan
Mallusk - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Welcome to Mallusk signage

2 Henderson Foodservice / Wholesale - Tree Planting, Standard (semi mature), 6m centres. , 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

3 Mallusk Road - Banner posts and decorative banners to street light columns

4 Welcome to Mallusk signage

5 Wilson’s Auctions - Landscape improvements to road frontage to include - paving, seating, litter bin, shrub planting.

6 Welcome to Mallusk signage

7 End of residential to Mallusk Road - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

8 Henderson Group  to Mallusk Road - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

9 Welcome to Mallusk signage - verge of Henderson Foodservice

10 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate extended pedestrian footway to shop entrance

11 Tree planting within carpark - 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown.

12 Reconfigure carparking at Spar shops to provide improved pedestrian circulation, softworks, surfacing.

13 Proposed carpark

14 Replace and reposition fence to carpark boundary. Proposed wildflower planting

15 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns starting at Nightline Delivers, Mallusk Rd

16 Undergrounding of overhead utility cables

17 Welcome to Mallusk signage

18 New carpark and amenity space to include paving, pedestrian pathways, planting and seating

19 Bus Stop Upgrade

20 Bus Stop Upgrade

21 Bus Stop Upgrade

22 Cycle lining to surface ( approx. 250m from Enterprise Way to Handersons Warehouse)

KEY PLAN

Node�6�/�Mallusk�/�Project List
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Project�1�-�Welcome�to�Mallusk�signage
Project�3�-�Mallusk�Road�-banner�posts�and�decorative�banners�to�street�light�columns
Project�9�-�Henderson�Group�to�Mallusk�Road�-�tree�planting

The Mallusk Road is an extensive stretch of road, home to numerous industries and an enterprise park. The road is 
currently lacking identity and a sense of place.
The Mallusk Road would benefit from street trees, gateway signage and fabric banners with specific brand colours and 
design.  The proposals include the following :

•  interpretation signage
•  Light column mounted fabric banners
•  Avenue tree planting
• Boundary improvements

 

Existing view along Mallusk Road Impression of proposed welcome sign, decorative banners and tree planting

Node�6�/�Mallusk�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�22-�Proposed�cycle�lane
Currently, the Mallusk road is mostly used by car users of the businesses in the area. 
Employees and businesses would benefit from designated cycle lanes and pedestrian paths along the Mallusk Road. 
Paths would be enhanced with additional planting.  Cycle lanes would add value to the local area by benefiting the 
environment and enhancing well-being.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting
• avenue tree planting
• proposed cycle lane surfacing
• new surface treatment to pedestrian path

Impression of proposed cycle laneExisting view along Mallusk Road

Node�6�/�Mallusk�/�Concept Proposals
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Nutts Corner
Nutts Corner roundabout is one of the borough’s most significant roundabouts 
where the A26 from Coleraine to Banbridge via Antrim (also a secondary route 
to Belfast International Airport), meets the A52 from Belfast to Crumlin and 
lesser roads to Lisburn (via Dundrod) and Loanends.
The 6 roads merging at Nutts Corner roundabout  all provide wide views of the 
roundabout in the distance. The roundabout is of a large scale and lends itself 
to a significant piece of sculptural artwork.  Each of these roads would benefit 
from a landscaping upgrade including street trees, boundary treatments and 
island upgrades.  Decorative banners would also add a sense of arrival on the 
approach to Nutts Corner.

KEY PLAN

4.8�Node�7�/�Nutts�Corner
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan
Nutts Corner - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Large public artwork on roundabout 

2 New shrub planting on island

3 New shrub planting on island

4 New shrub planting on island

5 New shrub planting on island

6 New shrub planting on island

7 New shrub planting on island

8 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

9 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

10 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

11 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

12 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

13 1nr x ‘Welcome to Nutts Corner’ signage

14 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Long Rig Road junction

15 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Tully Road junction

16 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Nutts Corner Road junction

17 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Moira Road junction

18 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Dundrod Road junction

19 Banner posts and decorative banners on each lighting column at Belfast Road junction

KEY PLAN

Node�7�/�Nutts�Corner�/�Project List
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Project�10/17�-�Banner�posts�and�decorative�banners�/�welcome�sign
Nutts Corner roundabout lacks a sense of identity and there is not enough signage to help the road user to find their 
way. This area would highly benefit from a welcome sign and banners  specific to this area.

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / hedge planting
• welcome to Nutts Corner sign
• decorative banners

Impression of proposed signage and decorative bannersExisting view to Nutts Corner Roundabout from Dundrod Road

Node�7�/�Nutts�Corner�/�Concept Proposals
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Project�1-�Large�public�artwork�on�roundabout
Currently the Nutts Corner roundabout is a very bare site. However, it has a potential to become a more interesting and 
vibrant area. Proposed artwork could transform this space for the passing driver making their journey a more enjoyable 
experience. 

The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting 
• proposed artwork/sculpture
• interpretation signage

Impression of proposed artworkExisting view to Nutts Corner Roundabout from Tully Road

Node�7�/�Nutts�Corner�/�Concept Proposals
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Whiteabbey�Village
Whiteabbey Village is located off the A2 Shore Road in 
Newtownabbey consisting of a linear street with fronting 
retail/commercial premises. Many retail/commercial 
units within this centre where once residential 
properties and overtime have been converted to retail/
commercial uses occupying the ground and first floor 
levels. Whiteabbey Village is ideally situated in that it is 
close by to a number of community facilities, such as 
Jordanstown Loughshore Park and thus benefits from 
high footfall and is generally a very active centre. 

KEY PLAN

4.9�Node�8a�/�Whiteabbey
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Whiteabbey village - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Gateway placemaking signage 

2 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along A2

3 Welcome signage to carpark

4 Upgrade railings to carpark with height restrictor at entrance. Tree / hedge planter boxes to rear of fence to screen carpark.

5 Proposed controlled crossing 

6 Raised central reservation to traffic lights with upgraded kerb and paving.

7 Improve existing landscape to carpark with hedge planting to screen Spar carpark. Planter boxes to existing stone wall. 

8 Entrance signage / Welcome scuplture

9 Redesign carpark layout to include tree planting and low level planting at sightline traffic islands.  Tree planting inside stone wall.

10 Tree Box planters with blub planting and intergrated seating to  wide footpaths. 

11 Banners / hanging baskets on upgraded street lighting. 

12 Welcome signage and branding for the village pocket park.

13
Prominent gateway entrance feature / sculpture to raised mounding at entrance with bulb planting. Enhancement of existing pocket park with 

tree avenue, bulb planting, paths and seating.  

14 Proposed new planting

15 Prominent gateway placemaking welcome signage with banners/hanging baskets on upgraded street lighting. 

KEY PLAN

Node�8a�/�Whiteabbey�/�Project List
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Whiteabbey
The approach to Whiteabbey from 
Belfast includes key areas of activity 
such as Hazelbank Park, Abbots 
Cross and Whiteabbey Hospital. The 
overall condition of the wider area 
is average and could benefit from 
improvements in regards to  new 
planting, carpark reconfiguration, 
new signage and cycle lanes.

KEY PLAN

4.9.1�Node�8b�/�Whiteabbey
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Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council – Integrated Masterplan

Whiteabbey - Proposals

Project Nr Project Description

1 Welcome to Whiteabbey signage

2 Extend street trees - Standard (semi mature), 6m centres, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown

3 Art work along existing wall

4 Proposed shrub planting on roundabout

5 Welcome to Whiteabbey signage

6 Proposed new planting

7 Banner posts and decorative banners to street lighting columns along A2, Doagh Road and Station Road 

8 Public art piece on roundabout

9 Large statement 'Welcome to Whiteabbey' signage

10 Proposed planting improvements to roundabout

11 Proposed Planters

12 Reconfigure carparking to facilitate improved soft landscaping with trees and hedge planting

13 Proposed new planting

14 Amenity and parking space. 2nr benches 1nr bin 1nr planter 10 spaces 8nr bollards

15 3nr Standard (semi mature) trees, 25-30cm girth, Min 200cm clear stem, well balanced crown

16 Create plaza outside shops by extending footway.  Reconfigure carparking and create upgraded amenity space. 

17 Proposed planting improvements to existing Park and Ride location

18 Cycle lining to surface (approx. 300m along Doagh Road)

19 Cycle lining to surface (approx 250m along the A2 road)

KEY PLAN

Node�8b�/�Whiteabbey�/�Project List
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Project�16�-�Reconfiguration�of�carpark 
Abbotts Cross carpark is currently an expansive site, 
with a lot of hardscape and limited planting. The area 
has benefited from some Environmental Improvements 
funded by Ulster Garden Villages Trust. A second 
phase of these works has has potential to create a 
more environmentally friendly area by the introduction 
of additional planting.
We would propose to reconfigure the existing carpark 
and introduce more planting to break up the space.
The proposals include the following :

• groundcover planting / shrub planting 
• additional tree planting
• hedge planting
• interpretation signage
• proposed furniture including benches

Impression of proposed reconfiguration of the carparkExisting layout of Abbots Cross car park

Node�8b�/�Whiteabbey�/�Concept Proposals



113AECOM

ANIDF

Project�14-�Amenity�and�parking�space
This retail area in Whiteabbey contains a little amenity 
space but it has potential to become a more user 
friendly space. The proposed sketch shows parking 
screening with the use of trees and hedge. The existing 
benches are used to create a little recreational space 
outside the shop. Better signage and colourful banners 
add a positive character to this space.
The proposals will include the following :

• tree planting
• hedge planting 
• decorative banners
• use of existing furniture (2 benches, 1 bin)

Impression of proposed amenity areaExisting view from Doagh Road

Node�8b�/�Whiteabbey�/�Concept Proposals



Conclusions

05

114 AECOM

ANIDF



115AECOM

ANIDF

5.1�Conclusions

Introduction

The delivery of this Integrated Masterplan requires a co-ordinated effort 
from all stakeholders. This will include public sector intervention, in 
relation to procuring and identifying funding, and also intervention and 
engagement from landowners, private developers and business owners. 
The following chapter sets out the delivery and implementation plan, 
outlining priority projects and associated indicative costs.

Delivery

The Integrated Masterplan provides a programme of proposals that 
form of 10-year plan of physical development, regeneration and 
investment priorities across the Borough. This document should not 
be considered as a final, set-in-stone product, instead it is intended 
to be adaptable and responsive to opportunities and conditions that 
may arise during the plan’s lifetime. Implementation of the Integrated 
Masterplan will largely be driven by ANBC, DfC and other public sector 
agencies, with participation, investment, and engagement from the 
commercial and community sectors.
A collaborative approach is necessary given the various public sector 
authorities, resources, and assets that are outside the control of ANBC. 
Other public bodies, such as DfC, DfI and NIEA could serve as advisors, 
bringing particular technical knowledge and expertise.

Key responsibilities for the partnership include:
• promoting and marketing the Integrated Masterplan and individual 

proposals within it;
• establishing project teams for specific actions;
• facilitating frequent dialogue with the wider community on 

proposals, conducting research in support of actions; 
• reviewing the progress of the Integrated Masterplan and adjusting 

the strategy to reflect any changing circumstances.

Funding 

The main concern in terms of costs from a Masterplan point of view are 
those associated with public interventions and proposals. Of course, 
there are also expenses related to private developments, however, 
these are undertaken on a commercial basis with the expectation to 
create value and generate profit.
Below are three main sources of funding which could help implement 
the Integrated Masterplan proposals:
• Private�Sector�Investment�- The Integrated Masterplan proposals 

will help to improve private sector confidence by establishing an 
environment conducive to investment. Private sector investment will 
be instrumental in delivering many of the more ambitious proposals. 
The Integrated Masterplan recognises several key sites which have 
already attracted developer interest (i.e. committed developments). 
A number of additional locations across the town centres have also 
been identified as key development opportunity sites. An ongoing 
dialogue with developers and consortiums is necessary to ensure 
high quality development can be achieved on these important sites. 

• Public Sector Funding - ANBC and DfC are not formally bound by 
the proposals within this Integrated Masterplan, however, they may 
provide funding (subject to budgetary constraints) for proposals 
which meet their strategic objectives and demonstrate good value 
for money. It is anticipated that proposals will be explored further 
through an initial feasibility assessment and subsequent outline 
business case. Some of the proposals included in this Integrated 
Masterplan will benefit from a series of investment funds as part of 
the UK Government’s Levelling Up agenda. Other potential funding 
options (i.e. Peace Plus and National Lottery Heritage Fund) should 
be explored.  

• Developer�Contributions�(S76�Agreements)�- New development 
can occasionally create a need for improved infrastructure 
and community facilities, to offset impacts associated with the 
development.  Section 76 of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 
2011 enables ANBC to enter into planning agreements with private 
developers to secure relevant contributions, making unacceptable 
development (in planning terms) acceptable.  These planning 
agreements can be used to deliver on-site outcomes, however, 
where this is neither practicable nor appropriate off-site delivery 
(often by financial contribution) may be required. 

ANBC may wish to enter into planning agreements with private 
developers under Section 76 of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011. 
Planning agreements can be used to make unacceptable development 
(in planning terms) acceptable. Planning agreements may deliver on-site 
outcomes, however, where this is neither practicable nor appropriate 
off-site delivery will be required, often by financial contribution. This 
could include agreements for:
1. Public realm/ environmental improvement works.
2. Public transport services and infrastructure.
3. Provision and maintenance of open space / landscaping.
4. Affordable housing.
5. Contributions to community, arts, culture and recreation facilities.
This is not an exhaustive list, ANBC intends to bring forward 
supplementary planning guidance to explain in greater detail how 
developer contributions will be implemented through the planning 
process and the scale of contributions likely to be required. It is 
expected that this guidance will be consolidated once the new LDP is 
in place and once adopted will become a material consideration when 
determining planning applications for relevant development proposals.

Conclusion 
This Integrated Masterplan has been prepared in a time of uncertainty 
and change associated with the COVID-19 pandemic and the wider 
decline in traditional town centres. This Integrated Masterplan seeks 
to deliver sustainable regeneration, identifying a wide array of specific 
proposals for town centres, nodes and primary arterial routes across 
the Borough. A combination of engagement methods have been 
undertaken prior to the publishing of this document. This included 
stakeholder workshops with targeted local stakeholders (i.e. Town 
Teams and Elected Representatives), as well as meetings with Council 
officials and statutory bodies. Wider public engagement, allowed a 
variety of perspectives and suggestions to be considered, culminating 
in the final Integrated Masterplan.

The Action Plan provides a framework for taking forward proposals over 
a 10-year period, although a flexible approach should be adopted to 
react to opportunities and conditions that may arise during the lifetime 
of the plan. A collaborative approach will also be necessary given the 
various public sector authorities, resources, and assets that are outside 
the control of ANBC. Further local stakeholder engagement will be 
critical for project buy-in, investment, and ultimately, the success of 
the proposals.
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Appendix�A�-�Smaller�Settlements

Smaller Settlement Strategy
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council fully recognises that the 
evolving Masterplans are well complemented by an existing and current 
network of village plans that cover the smaller settlements in the rural 
areas of the Borough, providing key infrastructure and support for local 
residents and businesses. It is acknowledged that this complementarity 
must be safeguarded to ensure that the objectives of the Community 
Plan are not impacted, and as such, the Masterplans must ensure 
constant alignment with emerging needs and development proposals 
within the smaller settlements of the Borough.

By way of context, and with assistance from the rural development 
funding body GROW South Antrim, eleven plans were either updated 
or created in 2017 and development proposals funded by more than 
£300,000. In addition to these, plans have been in place for Doagh and 
Toome since around 2011, and Dunadry since 2013. The settlements 
covered by local plans are therefore as follows:

Going Forward
Subject to available funding streams, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council remains committed to the delivery of projects contained within 
village plans and will work in tandem with the appropriate stakeholders, to ensure that the rural settlements are maintained and developed to meet 
the need of their current and future residents. 
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Appendix�B�-�Prioritisation,�Funding�and�Implementation

Project Delivery
The Integrated Masterplan for the Borough of Antrim and Newtownabbey is reflective of the ambitions of the Council to regenerate and create 
positive change. The Council has led the process and has been successful in securing multi-million pound funding from across various sources 
including The Levelling Up Fund, The Department for Communities and the Private Sector to take forward a number of key projects included 
within the plans. 

The development and implementation of projects referenced within this document are subject to further local engagement, detailed design, 
statutory input and of course the necessary budget availability to make them a reality. In some instances the lead-time for the development of such 
schemes could be in the region of two or three years. The purpose of this document is to inform an ambition for future project delivery to enable 
early preparation and ensure schemes are at a state of readiness. Projects will advance based on the benefits that they bring to the local area by 
way of investment, jobs, skills and improvements to quality of life. 

Whilst not prescriptive, projects will be prioritised by the Council on:

 - Achieving a balanced programme of regeneration and investment across the Borough 

 - Alignment with available funding sources 
 

 - Agreement with statutory partners and stakeholder bodies 
 

 - The deliverability of the project including statutory approvals 
 

 - Contribution towards community planning outcomes of: 

• Our citizens enjoy good health and wellbeing 

• Our citizens live in connected, safe, clean and vibrant places 

• Our citizens benefit from economic prosperity 

• Our citizens achieve their full potential 

The projects contained within the Integrated Masterplan are at different stages of readiness. Project delivery will be overseen by specific Project 
Teams facilitated by Council Officers with representation and engagement as appropriate for each project.  



120

ANIDF



aecom.com

About AECOM

AECOM is the world’s premier infrastructure consulting firm, delivering 
professional services throughout the project lifecycle – from planning, design 
and engineering to program and construction management. We partner with our 
clients in the public and private sectors to solve their most complex challenges 
and build legacies for generations to come. On projects spanning transportation, 
buildings, water, governments, energy and the environment, our teams are driven 
by a common purpose to deliver a better world. AECOM is a Fortune 500 firm and 
its Professional Services business had a revenue of approximately $13.6 billion in 
fiscal year 2019. See how we deliver what others can only imagine at aecom.com 
and @AECOM.

Printed on recycled paper.  
©20XX AECOM. All Rights Reserved.


	1.1 Introduction
	1.2 Context
	1.3 Aims and Objectives
	1.4 Approach and Methodology
	1.5 Engagement
	2.1 Overview of Town Centre Analysis
	2.2 Antrim
	2.3 Ballyclare 
	2.4 Crumlin
	2.5 Glengormley
	2.6 Randalstown
	3.1 Introduction and Overview of Arterial Routes
	3.2 Route 1a / A57 Belfast International Airport to Ballyclare 
	3.3 Route 1b / A57 Belfast International Airport to Ballyclare 
	3.5 Route 2 / A52/A26 Crumlin/Nutts Corner/Antrim
	3.6 Route 3 / A8 Glengormley to Ballynure
	3.7 Route 4a / A6/M22/M2 Randalstown to Glengormley
	3.8 Route 4b / A6/M22/M2 Randalstown to Glengormley
	4.1 Introduction and Overview of Key Nodes
	4.2 Node 1 / Abbeycentre
	4.3 Node 2 / Belfast International Airport
	4.4 Node 3 / Beverley Shopping Area
	4.5 Node 4 / Carnmoney
	4.6 Node 5 / The Junction
	4.7 Node 6 / Mallusk
	4.8 Node 7 / Nutts Corner
	4.9 Node 8a / Whiteabbey
	4.9.1 Node 8b / Whiteabbey
	5.1 Conclusions
	Appendix A - Smaller Settlements
	Appendix B - Prioritisation, Funding and Implementation

